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dividends payable to the shareholders. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council'si

amendment agreed to.
No. 3. New Clause--Insert after Clause

21 in Part 4 a new clause, to stand as Clause
22, as follows:-

Restriction upon increase of price of coal.
22. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of

any Act, award or agreement to the contrary
no payment to the fund by any owner may be
or be deemed to be included in the cost of pro-
duction of coal and no owner shall in conse-
quence of any payment to the fund increase
the price of any coal supplied to any con-
sumer (including the Government or any State
instrumentality) except as hereinafter provided.

(2) (a) Where the payment by any owner
in any year does not exceed four pence per
ton of coal sold by such owner in that year,
such owner may include one half of such Pay-
ment in the cost of production of the coal
and may increase the price of coal accordingly;

(b) Where the payment by any owner in
amy year exceeds four pence per ton of coal
sold by such owner in that year such owner
may include the amount of such payment which
exceeds two pence per ton of coal sold in the
cost of production of the coal and may increase
the price of coal accordingly.

The MINISTER FOR, LABOUR: 'This
amendment sets out clearly the right of
the companies to pass on in the price of coal
the balance of any contribution which the
tribunal may call upon the companies to
make to the fund, that is, the balance over
and above the 2d. per ton which they will
be called upon to meet from the shareholders'
dividends. The amendment is necessary,
otherwise the companies would not be given
direct legal authority to pass on the bal-
ance of their contribution in the price of
coal. Members are aware that the total eon.
tribution which the companies may be called1
on to make per ton of coal may be 4d. a ton.
The Bill provides that 2d. a ton shall be

paid from the dividends of shareholders
while the balance of 2d. per ton will
have to be paid by the companies.
This amendment makes it clear hre-
yond any shadow of doubt that the comapa-
nies will have the right to pass on that
additional 2d. per ton in the price of coal
sold to consumers within the State. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to thu
Council.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Heenan, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. H. Seddon (North-East)
on the ground of ill-health.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved:

That daring the remainder of the session so
much of the Standing Orders be suspended as
is necessary, to enable Bills to be passed through
all stages in one sitting, and all messages from
the Legislative Assembly to be taken into con-
sideration forthwith; and that Standing Order
No. 62 (limit of time for commencing new
business) be suspended during the same period.

MOTION-ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved:

That unless otherwise ordered, the House
meet for the despatch of business on Fridays
at 4.30 p.m. in addition to the ordinary, sitting
days.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READNG.
1, Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act

Continuance.
2, Mine Workers' Relief Act Amendment.

Passed.
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BILL-INCREASE or RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Seconsd Reading.
THE HONORARY M1INISTER [4.41] in

moving the second reading said: The Bill
embodies four proposals involving amend-
ments to the Increase of Rent (War Re-
strictions) Act, which was passed in 1939.
All the proposals are designed to effect more
control over those who may be tempted to
profit by war circumstances in respect of
rents. The first proposal provides for a
tenant, other than the first tenant, to be
legally entitled to apply for the declaration
of a fair rent. Under the Act the standard
rent is that which was charged on the 3st
August, 1939. The Act gives the tenant
who was then in occupation the legal right
to apply to a court for the fixation of a
Lair rent. If, however, the tenant in occupa-
tion on the g1st August, 1939, does not take
advantage of the right, no tenant who sub-
sequently occupies the house has any right
whatever to make an application.

Many instances are known where the first
tenant has not made such an application.
Subsequent tenants, however, have desired to
obtain a declaration of a fair rent, but be-
cause the Act gives that right only to the
first tenant, the subsequent tenant has had
no redress. This Bill provides, therefore,
that he shall have the legal right to seek a
declaration if the previous tenant has not
done so. As a matter of fact, there have
been many complaints on that score, and
the need for an improvement in the position
is urgent. Many instances have come under
my notice personally of second or following
tenants desiring to challenge the rent and
finding themselves unable to do so.

The next proposal deals with a practice
which has developed over the past few years
whereby certain landlords have refused to let
a dwelling-house when it was likely that
such dwelling-house would be occupied by
children. This is considered to be most un-
just and not in the best interests of the
community. The Government is now taking
the required action to meet what I might
termn this menace to the life of our com-
munity, by adding a new section to the ex-
isting Act.

Ron. J. Cornell: There is no considera-
tion for the landlord.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If we
are to agree to people being excluded from

the right to secure houses because of child-
ren, the ultimate situation may he serious.
It may be an invitation to couples not to
have children.

Hon. J. Cornell: You should see what
the children do to houses sometimes!

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no doubt that people have been prevented
from securing houses because they had
children.

HOn. L. Craig: Do you think children
ought to be brought up in flatsl

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
like flats at all.

Hon. L. Craig: Nor do 1.
Hon. T. Moore: They have to live some-

where.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Unfor-

tunately present-day conditions make it im-
perative for people to secure whatever ac-
commodation they can, and therefore we
find families living in fiats. However, the
provision in the Bill sets out that a person
shall not refuse to let a dwelling-house to
any person on the ground that it is intended
that a child shall live therein, and that it
shall be an offence to advertise in any way
that the letting of any premises is not avail-
able to people with children. Another pro-
posal is designed to bring under control the
rents of furnished houses and furnished
rooms. At present such places are not under
control in respect to the amount of rent or
hire chargeable for the furniture. This
means that a landlord who lets a house with
furniture is restricted as to the rent he may
charge for the house, but not as to the rent
he may charge for the hire of the furniture.

Many instances have been brought under
the notice of the Government of landlords
having charged extortionate rent, or hire,
for the furniture contained in a house or in
a room where the furniture has been the
property of the landlord. In view of
these complaints, it is proposed by the
Bill to amiend the Act so that the rent
or hire to be charged for furniture in
a house or room may be brought under con-
trol, and thus he subject to a decision of a
court w,%here necessary. The only other pro-
posal in the Bill makes it possible for a
tenant to obtain a statutory declaration from
the landlord as to the standard rent charged
on the gist August, 1039. This is necessary
because many tenants have not been able to
obtain that information. It is considered
that where the landlord, or his agent, has
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refused to supply thi information, the stan-
dard rent is being departed from and a
higher rent as a result is being charged.

The Bill therefore provides that a tenant
inay obtain from a landlord a statutory
declaration in which there shall be set out
the standard rent being charged for any
premises as at the 31st August, 1939. Similar
proposals to these already operate in the
other parts of Australia where no State
legislation has been passed dealing with the
relationship between landlords and tenants.
Those matters are covered by the National
Security Regulations. Members are aware
that in this State the Increase of Rent (War
Restrictions) Act was passed in the early
stages of the war. That measure was passed
prior to any action by the Commonwealth
to deal with this particular legislation.

Hlon. J. Cornell: Part of it is over-ridden
by National Security Regulations now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The State
Act has been reasonably effective, and it is
considered that it is more practicable
to anmend that legislation than to en-
deavour to implement the provisions of
the National Secuirity Regulations. In-
deed, those regulations, so far as this
State is concerned, deal with evic-
tions only. The question in a nutshell is
whether the State Government shall take the
necessary action or whether it will be forced
to approach the Commonwealth Government
to cover the position by means of National
Security Regulations. Personally I think it
would he far better for the State Govern-
ment to assume that responsibility and for
Parliament to decide what the restrictions
should be. I hope the House will pass the
Bill and help to remedy the present posi-
tion. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

EON. G. B. WOOD (East) : A somewhat
similar Bill was introduced last year but it
did not receive much consideration from this
House. I hope the present measure will re-
ceive more consideration for it has consider-
able merits. One of the principal features
is that as regards the rent of a house let
after the 30th September, 1939, an appli-
cation for a determination of the amount of
rent could be made within three months.
Many people did not trouble to go to the
court for such a determination, and the spon-
sors of the Bill probably looked at the mat-
ter from the point of view of the tenant.

When the bomb scare occurred early in 1942,
many persons ran away from Perth into the
country.

Ron. E. H. H. Hall: They were advisedl
to go.

Ron. G. B. WOOD: Yes. Then the first.
tenant who came along obtained the house
at a nominal rent. I know of two ladies
who lived in a house with the daughter of
one of them andl her two children, the hus-
band being away at the war. They took
refuge in the eountry-frightened of bombs
undoubtedly. After six months they wished
to return to their own home, and they could
not obtain possession of it because they had
made the house available to a refugee at A
rental of £2 5s., which was at least 30s. per
week below what it could have been let for.
The house is situated in a good locality. To-
day the owner cannot get back her house
because the rent is so low. She went to the
court arid was told that she could get the
house back when the tenant could obtain a
similar house at a similar rental. The owner
should get £ 3 s. or £4 4s. a week rental
for the house in place of the £2 s. being
paid by the present tenant. Accordingly
the tenant makes no attempt to secure an-
other house. From that aspect alone I hope
the House will pass the Bill.

As regards children, I think the time has
come when 'we should see that children se-
cure accommodation; but I am not in fav-
our of forcing an owner to allow children
into a furnished house if he does not wish to
do so. It is not right and proper to stop
children fromt going into a house that is not
furnished, but as regards a furnished house
the owner should have the right to decide
whether or not he will admit children. How-
ever, I do not think there will be many eases
where that difficulty will crop up. One can
go too far with legislation of this nature.
Another part of the Bill I do not like is
that under it one wilt not be allowed to ask'
a prospective tenant whether he has children.
Surely the owner has a right to know. If 1
had half-a-dozen children in a house I had
let, I would like to keep an eye on it and
know what was going on. I presume there
would be a way of getting people out if one's
house was being destroyed. Reverting to the
first objective aimed at, I do not know
whether it applies to the first tenant as well -
as to the second tenant. Just now the Hon-
orary Minister said it would apply only to
the second tenant. I would also like to know
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whether the Bill over-rides the National
Security Regulations.

Hon. J. Cornell- It cannot.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: What is the use of

our passing a Bill if the National Security
Regulations are to over-ride what we do
here I I hope the seeond& reading of the
measure will be carried.

HON. 3. CORNELL (South):- I have no
houses to let, either furnished or unf ur-
nished. I admit that there is a shortage of
houses. I admit also that under this Bill the
owner of a house would have some rights.
One reason why owners are adverse to let-
ting their houses to parents with children,
and very often to parents without children,
is the total disregard that is displayed today
for other people's rights and other people's
property. There is no question about the
existence of that tendency. Those two feat-
ures are manifest in our community today.
Landlords are adverse to letting their houses
where there are families. The total disregard
for other people's ideas and other people's
property which I have mentioned is not a
monopoly of the working people of this
State. [It is characteristic of many highl~y
placed people and to some extent of ref u-
gecs. To blame the man who says, "I will
not let you have the house if you have ehil-
dren," is all very well. The characteristies I
have mentioned are the absolute reason for
that.

I can quote eases in point referring to
people in this State. One was a Senator,
who at the time was well-pleased to let his
house but would not do so today. For one
thing, the door was not enough for the ten-
ants' mastiff dog to enter the house. It was
too much trouble for them to open the door,
and so they opened the windows for that
purpose. That mant -will never let a house
again. I know of a furnished house let by
some People in which within a fortnight's
time the furniture was totally ruined by
cigarette butts being put on it. I hold no
brief for the man who owns houses. I con-
sider that the man who today builds houses
to jet takes on as much trouble as if he went
to New Guinea to fight the Japs. As time
goes on unless we can inculcate on the com-
munity some regard for other people's pro-
perty, a position will be reached when the
community itself will have to build houses to
let. If I had a house to let tomorrow during
my absence, I would store my furniture and

let the house, hut I would not let it fur-
nished. Let us hope that members will give
some consideration to the other fellow's pos-
sessions.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West): I
agree that tenants are entitled to every rea,
sontable protection from exploiting, but I
also think that the owner or landlord is en-
titled tou protection, as Mr. Cornell. has
pointed out. The Bill seems to me not to go
sufficiently far. In fact, it is one-sided, I
should like to see same clause inserted in the
Bill to afford landlords protection. I know
of the case of a person who went into a
empty house without any authority, stayed
there for 12 months, and paid no rent. The
landlord could not get the person out, nor,
could he collect any rent, We cannot expect
investors to put their money into dwellings
under such conditions. People with capital
will not invest in houses unless they can get
protection by law against this sort of thing.

Hart. J. Cornell: In one case the outhouse
was made use of as firewood.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: It would not be un-
reasonable to embody a clause in this Bill
making it necessary for a tenant to pay for
any damnages that occurred. That would ren-
der it less diflicult to let houses where chl-
dren wvere concerned. Very often the dami-
age that is done exceeds the value of the rent
obtained.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did the Honorary
Minister hear that suggestion, I wonder?

Hon. ff. fLJOKEY: No tenant should be
asked to pay more than represents a fair
return on the capital invested. We should
give the landlord or owner some encourage.
ment to go on investing-money in this direc-
tion and assist in the task of providing
houses for other people to occupy.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Your point is a good
one.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: There is a tendency
today to think only of the tenant. That its
not a good thing. We -want to encourage
people to erect these houses and we can only
do so by giving hoth parties a f air deal.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : On a previous occasion I pointed
out how essential it was that the Govern-
ment should build houses. The trend of
legislation today is to prevent persons from
building houses for letting purposes by rea-
son of the severity of the restrictions. A
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man may want to let his house and a would-
be tenant enters into negotiations with him.
The landlord in discussing the rooms may
suggest that such and such a room woull
suit children. In the course of conversation
he may say to the would-be tenant, "Have
you any children?" Under this Bill he will be
liable to a fine of £20.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: That is ridiculous.
Hon. T1. S. W. PARKER: Yes. That iq;

the type of legislation that is coming before
us. There could be no better Bill than this
one for the purpose of preventing people
who want houses from getting them. It will
tend to prevent a careful man from letting
his house.

Hon. J. Cornell: Can a man be forced by
law to let his house?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: No.
Hon. J. Cornell: Then he will shut it up.
Hon. H. S. WV. PARKER: If my family

were going away for the summer I would not
in any circumstances let my house, no mat-
ter what rent was offered. I would not know
when I could get the tenant out. I could
not do a charitable deed and offer to let the
house for 5s. a week to someone who would
look after it, because that would be regarded
as the fixed rent and I could never get more
than that amount if I did want to let the
house. Furthermore, I would not be able to
get a woman tenant out if it happened that
she had a relative at the war. If anyone same
to me in my capacity as a lawyer and asked
me if he should let his house, I would advise
him not to do so. He might he wanting to
go away for 12 months, but I would advise
him that if he let his house he might not get
it back on his return. That sort of thing
has led to the trouble that has arisen and
is largely responsible for the present short-
age of houses. People will not let their houses
or part of them because they cannot get the
tenants out. I know of the wife of a soldier
who had two married sisters and all were liv-
ing with their parents. She owns a fairly
large house. There is now insufficient room
in the parents' house, but she cannot get
hack into her own dwelling because it is let
to the wife of another soldier, and so long
as the rent is being paid she cannot get pos-
session of it. I know of another instance
of pe~ople who are occupying a house but not
using all of it. The owner wants to get back
to it because her sons are returning from
service abroad and the husband has been
posted back to this district. Re-possession

of the house cannot be obtained because it
is let to the relative of a soldier. Some coin-
prebensive inquiry should be held into this
matter of landlord and tenant and into the
effect of the National Security Regulations
governing it. This Bill is largely a copy of
those regulations. If an impartial inquiry
were held by someone who was not biased
against landlords, but who had genuinely at
heart the question of housing the people, I
venture to say there would be no trouble in
ensuring that a great many more people
would be happily settled in houses than is
the position today.

HON. E. H. R. HALL (Central) : Mr.
Parker has made a sensible suggestion. Un-
fortunately Parliament is in its dying hours.
The Government is anxious to go to the
people from whom it has been estranged or
from whom it has been separated for so many
years. It is anxious to go before them and
obtain their verdict con cernin& what it has
done in the intervening period. It seems to
me impossible to expect anything to be done
so sensible as that which has been advanced
by Mr. Parker. If there is one thing more
than another that the Government and Par-
lianment should have attempted to solve, it is
the housing problem. I can quote a worse
example than that which has been put for-
ward by either Mr. Wood or Mr. Parker.
The wife of a soldier serviog in the Middle
East has three children of school age and
one under that age. She was, liviag at Swan-
bourne. She was advised when Japan entered
the war that she should vacate the premises
and go into the country. Accordingly sh';.
let her furnished house of four rooms for
259. a week and went to the country when
Japan declared war. She also first consulted
her only friend in the district, the school-
master. That gentleman pointed out that
tile authorities were advising people to go
away, that she had a young family, that her
husband was absent, and her brothers in the
Army.

Accordingly she went to the country and
let her house for 25s. a week. The eldest
child was making good progress with his
studies but could not obtain satisfactory
educational facilities where the mother was
living, so she decided after 12 months to re-
turn to the city. She asked the tenant,
whose husband is also a soldier hut who is
only engaged in cante-en work in the metro-
politan area, to vacate the premises. hilt she
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declined to do so. The tenant has a gon
up family. The owner of the premises is
new living- in three rooms behind a shop at
Mosman Park. She has been to the commit-
tee dealing with soldiers' depeadants and
received some assistance from that source,
and she also visited Common-wealth officials
in the city who gave her some advice. She
then went before the magistrate, who de-
clared that her ease was not of sufficient
hardship to warrant him in making an order
calling upon the tenant to vacate the
premises. There the situation stands today.
This unfortunate woman has suffered a great
deal of mental stress. After her experiences
she came to mue and I took her to Mr. Parker;
in whose province she is now living. Then
it was I learnt for the first time that the
National Security Regulations prohibit a
solicitor from dealing with such a case. How
can a Bill of this kind over-ride the National
Security Regulations?

Hon. J1. Cornell: It cannot do so.

Hon. ER H. H. HALL: Except that it
gives members an opportunity to ventilate
cases of hardship that arise as a. result of
regulations, I cannot see that we are serv-
ing any good purpose in passing the Bill.
I do not know whether the Honorary Mn-
ister can assure me that the measure will
servo any good purpose. We can see how
careful Parliament should he before passing
Bills and regulations in an endeavour to
protect the wives and families of people who
are entitled to protection. Under National
Security Regulations the woman whose case
I have cited, whose husband is stationed in
Queensland and who baa four young child-
ren, is unable to get back into her own home.

HON. E. M, H2BENAK (North-East) : I
am sure the Government feels there is some
real need for this Bill. From my observa-
tions and what I have been told, it is obvious
that the housing position in the city is acute.
I am glad we passed recently an amend-
ment to the Workers' Homes Act. It is a
pity that the amendment was not passed a
few years ago when a similar measure was
brought forward. It is aill very well for
Mr. E. 11. Hf. Hall to quote one case. Ap-
parently the magistrate who had all the facts
before him did not regard it as a case of
special hardship. He should be in a better
position to form a judgment on the merits
of the application than Mr. Hall would be.

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: The husband of one
woman is away and the husband of the other
is here.

Hon, E. Ml. HEENAN-. This morning E
spoke to the officer who is administering the
soldiers' dependants scheme. He assured nie
there was great trouble over children, and
said we should do something to deal with
landlords who refused to let their houses to
tenants with children. I do not think any
magistrate would inflict a penalty unless it
were proved that the ground on which the
landlord refused to allow a person to take his
house was that that person bad children.
The Bill is justified, and I hope the House
will pass it, because it will do something to
stop those landlords who refuse to let houses
to poor people with children.

THE HONORARY MSTER (in re-
ply): The hardship cases quoted by Mr.
Wood and by Mr. E. H. H1. Hall cannot he
overcome by this Bill. Those cases must
have been ones where the landlord was
a soldier and the tenant a soldier as
well. Cases have arisen where a soldier's
wife has been in trouble because she
lield four children and the other soldier's
wife had eight children. In such a ease it
is for the magistrate to determine who is
suffering the greater hardship. That proi)-
1cm is governed by the National Security
Regulations, with which we have nothing to
do. There is no question but that there is
a shortage of houses. The Bill is a war
measure designed to meet an urgent pro-
blecm. We have to deal with it from that
angle. I know from personal knowledge
that there are many fair landlords, but there
is a sufficiently large number of unreason-
able ones who exploit the present housing
shortage, which mtakes it -imperative for
that practice to be stopped.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: How can they ex-
ploit it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: An in-
coming tenant may he careless enough not to
insist upon being told what rent was being
paid, and, as a result, may he charged an
increased amount.

Ron. H. S. W. Parker: A landlord can-
not do that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
done. I know of several eases respecting
,which married men have come to me. This3
amending Bill has been brought down be-
cause of complaints made by several people
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regarding unscrupulous landlords exploiting
tenants. I do not condemn all landlords,
because one who is fair would not do that
in time of war. This legislation only deals
with landlords who are anxious to make
money by taking advantage of the present
position.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: There are any num-
her of unscrupulous tenants.

The HONORARY MIINISTER: That is
so. No-one can convince me that present-
day children arc all unruly and destroy fur-
niture.

Hon. L. Craig: Suppose half of them do?9
The HONORARY MINISTER: We

should be generous to that extent. We have
to meet the position as it is, and cannot
afford to permit the continuance of the pre-
sent practice of landlords debarring families,
in which there are children, from living in
their houses. I hope the Bill will be passed
without amendment.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 20
Noes 6. . - .

Majority for

AYmS.
Bon. C. V'. Baxter
Mon. Sir Hal Colebatch I
Heon. .3. ornll
Hoc. C. R. Cornish
Hen. J. A. Dimmitt
14 on. J,. td. Drewm
Hoh. Lt,. Frssr
Hon. F. E. Gibson
Mon. It. H4. vrsy
Hon. E. H.H1. Hall

NES.
Hen. L. B. Bolton
Hoc. L. CraigI
190n. V. 1Haome I

Question thus passed.
Bill roa~d at second time.

14

Han. W. R. Hall
Hon. R. M. Heena.
lion. W. H. K(itson
Hlon. W. J1. Mann
"on. T. moorm
inn. H4. S. W. Parker
S~on. H. V. Piesse
lHon. V. R. Welsh
Ion. 0_ B. Williams
Ion. 0. 83. Wooo

(Telir.)

40M. a. W. mites
ion. A. Tbomson
ion. H. Tucer

%Teifcr.)

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-

ary Minister in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-New sections to be inserted in

principal Act:
Ron. H1. S. W. PARKER: I move an

amendment-
That in line 1 of Subsection (1) of proposed

new Section 11A., the words "refuse or pro-
cure" be struck out and the word "influence"
inserted in lieu.

My amendment should be quite sufficient.
Some of the statements made by the Honor-

ary Minister were astounding. He said that
he has heard of tenants being literally
robbed when the law, as it stands, states
this-

Any person who receives rent for any prem-
ises in excess of the standard rent or fair
rent, as the case may be, lawfully payable far
the premises concerned1 and any person who
receives any payment or makes any charge con-
trary to the provisions of Subsection (2) of
Section 5, or of Subsection (1) (b) (i) of
Section 6 of this Act shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act. Penalty: Fifty
pounds.

Prosecutions for offences against this Act
may be commenced upon a complaint made by
any person being a lessee 'who is aggrieved, or
the Minister, or any personi authorised by him
in writing-

The CHAIRMAN: All that the hion.
member has said may be correct, but he
has said it at the wrong time. H1e should
make those remarks on the third reading of
the Bill.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am sorry.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Air.

Parker has reprimanded me. There are in-
numerable cases of tenants who did not get
the benefit of the declared rents when they
rented a house because they could not get
information. As aL result they have been
charged excessive rentals.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Why did you not
prosecute V It is the duty of the Minister!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I could
not do so, even if I were the Minister, which
I am not. The clause as it now stands is quite
in order. I cannot agree to the amendment.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: It would he a mis-
take to remove these words. If the amend-
ment is carried, the proposed subsection will
read-

A persen shall not influence any person to
refuse-
But he can himself still refuse without its
being an offence.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: That is so. I
could refuse to let my house, but must not
tell you not to let yours.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: To amend the
proposed subsection as suggested would
leave a serious loophole.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 13
Noes . .. . 12

Majority f or . . . . 1
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Roll. W. J1. Mank
lHon. G. W. Miles
Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Hon. H. Tucker
Ron. w. A. Welsh
Eoan. V. Esnraley

ffeller.)
Nloss.

em. C. *. Conish Ron. T'. Moore
lion. J. 'i. D)rewT Ho. H. V. Plaes
Han. Z. H. Gray Man. A. Thomson
Hon. W. i. M-anl Mon. C. U. W11llia33
Non. E. M. Hieenan Roo. 0. B. Wood
Hoan. W. H. Kitson Ia. 0. Fraser

Amendment thus passed.
On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker,

proposed new Subsection (2) consequenti-
ally amended by striking out the words "re-
fused or procured" and inserting the word
"influenced" in lieu.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
aimendment-

That proposed new Subsectiun (3) be struck
out.
This proposed subsection provides that a
person shall not instruct any other person
not to let, or state his intention not to let
a dwelling-house to any person if it is in-
tended that a child shall live in the house.
If I went away for a period and said to
my wife, "If, during my absence, you go to
the country, do not let the house," I would
be rendering myself liable to a penalty of
£20.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I can-
not agree with Mr. Parker's view and must
oppose the amendment. If the proposed
new subsection is retained, I shall moove to
add a proviso as follows :-"Provided that
any inquiry as aforesaid shall not constitute
an offence against this section if the pre-
mises are in fact let to that prospective
tenant."

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes - . .- -- 14
Noes ILI... -. 1

Majority for

A rat.
lion, C. F. Baxtor
M~on. L,. Bi. Bolton
Hon. Sir Hal Colobattch
i-Ion. L. CrULK
Honui.r. A. Dimrniltt
Hion, F. E. Gibsomk
Ron. E. ft. . flaill

Nloss.
Honi. C. R. CorisHon. 3. JS. Drew"
Hon. G. rase
H... F. H. go,
1-on. W. R, VTrkll
Hfnm E. h. Heenn

Amendment thus pass(

Han. V. Hamlersley
Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. a. W. Mile"
Hon. H. S. W. Pnrkai
Hon. A. Tboapnon
Hon. H. Tucker
lion. F. kt. Welsh

ETel leT.,

M-on. W. H. Kitson
Hon. T. Moore
Hon. H. v. Prie45
Mon. C. B3. Williams
Hon. G. H. Wood

I Teller.)

.TzaA
M~on. C. P. Baxter
Hon, L. a. Bolton
Hon. Sit Hal Coisbatch
lRon: L. Craig
Bon. J. A. Dunmltt
Han. P. P. Gibsont

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That proposed new Subsection (4) be struck
out.

Obviously, a person letting a house natur-
ally asks whether the tenant has children.
If he has, the landlord will say, "I shall
not leave my knick-knacks and various other
articles lying about." But if the landlord
merely inquires whether the prospective ten-
ant has any children he commits an offence.
He does so even if he inquires, "How is your
boy getting on in the Middle East 9"

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Parker is not serious!

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I am.
The HONORARY MINISTER: I pro-

pose moving to add a proviso at the end of
new Subsection (4).

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Honorary
Minister will have a chance to move that
amendment later.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I move an amend-

met-
That in Subsection (1) of proposed new Sec-

tion 111B the following words be struck out:-
''Where the land was. leased on or before the
thirty-first day of August, one thousand nine
hundred and thirty-nine, such record shall show
the reat received from and the name and
address of the tenant at that date. Where the
land was first leased after the thirty-first day
of August, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-nine, suchi record shall show the rent
received from and the name and address of
the tenat who first leased the land."
In the four years which have elapsed since
the date mentioned in the Bill, the property
may have changed hands once or several
times and the lessor may not have in his
possession this required information.

The Chief Secretary: That -would he un-
usual.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: No. Suppose the
owner acquired a property in 1940 for the
purpose of living in it, he would not in that
ease have been interested to inquire what
the rental was at the 31st August, 1939, or
who was occupying the property at that
date. This strange provision, which seems
to be entirely unworkable, is not contained
in the National Security Regulations.

I-on. G. FRASER: A person purchasing
property after the 31st August, 1039, is in
duty bound to ascertain what the rent was
at that time, because I understand there is
an Act in existence which pegged rents at
that date. For his own protection and in

1133

3



1134 (COUNCIL.]

order to avoid a prosecution for over-charg-
ing, he should obtain these necessary parti-
cuiars. I hope the amendment will he de-
feated.

Hon. E. M1. HEENAN: The provision in
the Bill seems to have much merit. The pur-
pose of this legislation is to stop racketeer-
ig in rents. it should he possible for an

owner to ascertain what the rent of his pro-
mises was in August, 1939; in any ca-se, the
landlord should be obliged to keep some re-
cord. That is not imposing any great hard-
ship upon him. If a record is available it
can be produced in court and cannot be
disputed.

Ron. L. B. BOLTON: What would be the
position of a person who bought a property
for his own occupation and use and later
decided to let it? He probably would not
have troubled to ascertain what the rent was
in 1939. This provision would place him
in an invidious position. I support the
amendment.

The Chief Secretary: Such a landlord
would not he affected by this provision.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I think he would.
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: This provision

seeks to force a landlord to keep a record
of something that happened four years ago,
and I point out that he is liable to a penaty
of £C20 if he does not do so. Proposed new
Section 5A provides that the lessee may by
notice require the lessor to furnish him with
a statutory declaration as to the rent that
was payable on the 31st August, 1939. A
great manny owners would not have suca
records. Subsection (1) of proposed new
Section 11B provides that the lessor shall
himself keep or cause to be kept a record
showing the rent received by him in respect
of any land leased by him. The words
"leased by him" mean leased by him at any
time. If I let a house tomorrow that land
is leased by me and I have to keep a record.
If that land was leased on the 31st August,
1939, by anyone--

The Chief Secretary: No. What does "such
record" mean?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It means the
record I have to make up now because I
hav4 not got one.

The Chief Secretary: No.
Hon. HI. S. W. PARKER:- Obviously i

have not got one. That is what I am point-
ing out. A tremendous number of tenants
have not got their old rent books or any
records extending back to that date, but

there is another clause which covers what is
desired, namely, the clause providing that a
statutory declaration has to be made as to
what the rent was. I do not know how it
is possible to keep a record of so'mething of
which one has not got a record. Do not for-
get there is a reference to the rent received
and not to the rent charged. The tenant may,
not have paid.

Hon. G. Fraser: Then it was not received.
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Exactly!I A

nice record that would he! Where is the
record? How can a man today tell the name
and address of the tenant who occupied his
house in 1939?

The HONORARY MINISTER; I think
Mr. Parker is trying to ridicule this provi-
sioni and those responsible for drafting it
and everything connected with it.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I am not com-
plaining about the drafting, but about the
Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
wording is very plain.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result--

Ayes
Noes

Majority for.

Han. C.. B, am"e
Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch
Nion. L. Craig,
Ron.3j A. f.I'tt
Hon. F. E. Gibson.
Han. E. H. H. Haill
Hon. V. Hameralay

Hon. C. R. Cornish
Hon. 3. . Drew
Hon. 0. raser
Mon. E. H, Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall

15

Han. W. J. Mann
Non. 0I. W. MmIl.
Finn. A. Thomonn
Mon. H. Tuokor
Hon. IF, R. Welsh
Hion. G. B. Wood
Hon. R. S. W. Parker

(Taller.)
ous.

Hion. W. H. Kitson
ROD, T'. Moore
Hon, H. V. Plesse
Hon. 0. B. Williamns
HOn. E. . Heenan

I (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 6, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments and the re-

port adopted.

EILL.-COAL NM WORKERS
(PENSIONS).

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's amendments.
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BILL--EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT.
Received from the Assembly and read a

first time.

BILL,-ELECTORAL (WAR TIME).

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's amendments.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-INCREASE or RENT (WAR
ESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BIL-LEGIBLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-ared to.
Clause 3-Definitions:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I wove an amend-

met-
That the definition of "'Discharged Member

of the Forces" he struck out.
This represents the first amendment I fore-
shadowed in may second reading speech with
the object of remodelling the Bill to extend
the franchise to those who are qualified to
he enrolled for the Legislative Council. Un-
less this amendment is agreed to, the others
will not fit in.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may be
advisable for me to deal with the principle
involved in Mr, Baxter's proposals and to
draw the attention of members to the large
number of amendments he has on the notice
paper, which will so vitally affect the object
of the Bill. This is the first of a series of
amendments desirned to provide that the
Bill, if arced to in the amended form de-
sired by Mr. Baxter, will apply only to
those soldiers who are enrolled. I a~m sorry
that Mr. Baxter should propose to amend
the Bill to the extent that only those who
are actually enrolled shall be entitled to vote.

Apparently the hon. member considers that
no-one else in any circumstance at all, quite
irrespective of conditions that have pre-
vented some from being enrolled, shall have
a vote for this Chamber. I shall not quar-
rel with Mr. Baxter's opinions except to
say that while it is perfectly true that the
franchise for this Chamber is restricted,
there must be hundreds of men in the Fight-
ing Forces who, had they remained in
civilian life, would not only have heen quali-
fled for enrolment as Legislative Council
electors but would have been enrolled. We
must remember that there is nothing com-
pulsory about enrolment far this Rouse.
There must be hundreds of men in one or
other of the Fighting Services who have
married since the war commenced and who,
in ordinary circumstances, would have been
householders, or would have been owners of
property or ratepayers.

If we accept Mr. Baster's amendments,
we shall intimate to all those men that, not-
withstanding the fact that circumstances
over which they have no control have pre-
vented them from being enrolled, we do not
propose to extend this privilege to them. I
do not think that is -right. Mr. Baxter may
not agree with all the provisions of the Bill,
hut I should have thought ho would be pre-
pared to make some concessions to men who
are fighting for the defence of tis country.
As I remarked in my reply to the second
roading debate, surely men, particularly those
who are married, who have been prepared
to join the Forces and accept risks that may
entail the sacrifice of all they possess and
even their very lives, possess a qualification
for enrolment as electors of this House to
a much greater extent than a person who
merely owns a block of land or rents a
house I

Hon. E. H. HE. Hall: He need only pay
a small rent; about 6is. 6d. or 78. per week.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.

-Hon. C. B. Williams: If he could get a
house.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If we ac-
cept Mr. Baxter's amendments, we will say
to such men that we are not prepared to
give them the vote.

Hon. C. B. Williams: A naturalised
Japanese can buy a block of land nd get
the vote, but we are not prepared to give
the vote to our own people.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: This House that is 'Mr. Baxter's idea, I regret he should
has limited the voting concessions for the
Legislative Assembly to members of the
Fighting Forces who are 21 years or over,
except in the case of those men who have
gone oversea, in which case we say that all
between 18 and 21 years of age shall be
entitled to a vote for the lower House. I
should have thought Mr. Baxter would have
been prepared to agree to find ways and
means whereby the right to vote in connec-
tion with this House should be given to men
in that position.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The occupiers of
some of the hovels in Roe-street can have
the vote.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If members
look at the machinery amendments to be pro-
posed by Mr. Baxter, they will see that he
seeks to make it practically impossible for
a large number of the soldiers to exercise the
right to vote. I refer mainly to the fact
that he desires that copies of all rolls shall
be forwarded to all commanding officers
wherever votes are to be taken, so that the
officers concerned may check the rolls and
supplementary rolls to make sure that sol-
diers are entitled to the vote.

Hon. C. H. Williams: That is not done
anywhere else, not even in regard to postal
votes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Select
Committee that inquired into the Electoral
(War Time) Bill reported to the House that
one of the great difficulties regarding the
Assembly elections was the question of print-
ing. It is granted that there will be no
election for the Legislative Council within
the next few week;, but the point has already
been made that the time between the closing
of nominations and the return of the writ is
really shorter in the caue of Legislative
Council election9 than for the Legislative
Assembly poll. Consequently, if there is any
difficulty with respect to the time factor in
connection with the Assembly elections, how
much will that be emphasised in connectiou
with the Legislative Council, seeing that both
the ordinary rolls and the supplementary
rolls, in addition to all other electoral mat-
ter, will have to be sent throughout the whole
of Australia and the South-West Pacific
zone, including New Guinea and the Solo-
mons. That means that at least ten rolls
will have to be sent to each commanding
officer who is appointed a returning officer
for the taking of perhaps a dozen votes. If

adopt such an attitude, and I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree with him. On a further
amendment I propose to test the feeling of
the Chamber as to whether members really
believe that Mr. Baxter's proposals are, in
all the circumstances, fair and equitable.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Chief Seer-
tary has spoken of what may be. Nobody
van say whether a number of the men at
the Front would be entitled to be on tho
Council roll. The Chief Secretary's great
argument is that these amendments will not
allow of a representative vote. The amount
of printing, however, will be very small in-
deed. The rolls, their printing having been
completed, can reach their destination in
plenty of time for the officer in charge to
have them early enough. It is Dot right
for the franchise of this Chamber to be
extended to children of 18 years. I should
think the Chief Secretary would prefer a
Bill giving the franchise to those qualified
to vote, rather than see the Hill defeated.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I support the
Chief Secretary. It would he much better
if the second reading had been defeated,
because that is Mr. Baxter's intention.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No, not at all!
Hon. C. B. WILLIAM1S: The hon. mem-

ber wishes the Bill to be defeated. His
amendments are intended for that purpose.
The hon. member would give a vote to a
naturalised Japanese in preference to giving
it to a soldier of this country, and similarly
as regards an Italian holding a block of land
here. I know what the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, when before the Select Committee, said
about the printing of the rolls. The carry-
ing of the amendment would mean the print-
ing of at least 1,000 rolls, of which 100 or
more returning officers would each have to
receive 10 copies, plus 10 copies of all sup-
plementar-y rolls.

The CHAIRMAN: The Chief Secretaryv
has stated, as well as the hon. member, that
copies of electoral rolls will have to be sent
out. I do not see that.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am not respon-
sible for your eyesight, Sir! As regards
possessing the right to vote, a man will
simply go along to the returning officer and
say, "I want to vote." I hope the Chief
Secretary will have a show-down so as to
.show some members up!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The first
,amendment proposes to delete the definition
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of "discharged soldier." When speaking on
that I took the opportunity to speak to the
whole of the amendments. The last amend-
ment on the notice paper deals with the mat-
ter of rolls, to which the Chairman said he
had been unable to see a reference.

The CHAIRMAN: Not in the Bill as it
stands.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With regard
to discharged soldiers, is it reasonable to
assume that at any given time, not when a
Legislative Council election is taking place,
there wvould be a number of discharged sol-
diems in Australia who had not the oppor-
tunity of enrolling although they had the
qualification for enrolment? Is it reason-
able to say to those men that they should be
entitled to vote? If the war should finish
next week and an election for this Chamber
take place in April, would it not he reason-
able to assume that hundreds of soldiers
moving about Australia were entitled to vote
here but on account of their movements
would be prevented from voting-that is, if
Mr. Baxter's amendments were adopted!
Even though members may not like the Bill
in its entirety, I hope the Committee will go
a little further than Mr. Baxter proposes.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: All soldiers
upon discharge--unless discharged sum-
marily, and these would be unpleasant per-
sons-are given at least a month's leave,
during which they are still soldiers though
in civilian clothes. That would cover their
opportunity of getting on the rolls. I do
not see why a discharged soldier should re-
ceive some special privilege in this respect.
Why shoula I be given a vote in a province
for which I have not the qualification, merely
because I happen to be a discharged sol-
dier?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I desire to keep
this Bill on the same level as that relating
to the other Chamber, which expires on the
31st Dlecember, 1044. It has been suggested
that it will not be necessary to have the rolls
because all the votes must be returned to
the Chief Electoral Officer. There will not
be anything like the amount of printing
that is involved in the case of the Assembly,
because there will be no declarations. If
this amendment is agreed to, I am of opinion
that the result will be more satisfactory than
if we tajcc the vote in the same way as it
will be in the Assembly election.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am advised
that Mr. Baxter has not looked far enough

ahead. He now considers it will not be
necessary to send out rolls, which include
supplementary roll%, which arc usually
printed at a very late hour. At present it
would be almost impossible to have them
printed even as early as usual. If it is
decided not to send the rolls, then it will
be necessary to have the declarations which
Mr. Baxter has cut out, otherwise the com-
manding officer, who will be acting as re-
turning officer, will not know how he stands,
and when the votes are returned the Chief
Electoral 'Officer would have nothing to in-
dicate whether the people who recorded
those votes resided in a particular province
before enlistment.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He would not know
who they were.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
The amendment must necessarily involve
provision for similar deelarations to those
agreed to for the Legislative Assembly.

Hion. L. B. BOLT ON: It seems to me that
the number of discharged members of the
Forces who wvould be affected would be very
few. It could only apply to such members
discharged between the date of thc issue of
the writ and election day. The position
would not be as serious as suggested by the
Chief Secretary. I support the amendment.

Ron. E. M. HEENAN: Unless we sim-
plify this matter the Bill will be of little
value. Members of the public generally do
not understand the qualifications necessary
to secure enrolment for a Legislative Council
province. In the first place, enrolment is
not compulsory. Very few people are cap-
able of filling in the necessary card to make
application. When one asks a person to
have his name put on the roll he invariably
says, "I am on." A tedious explanation has
then to be made to show that he is wrong.
This is a wartime measure and we should
grant the vote to all male members of the
Forces over 21 years of age. The great
majority of those men if they were still in
Australia would have one of the several
qualifications to fit them for enrolment. The
Committee would not be going too far if it
adopted the general principle that this is a
war measure by which we are going to ex-
tend a franchise to men over 21 years of
age who arc fighting for Australia, and that
it is only for the period of the wan. If the
right to vote is hedged around with all sorts
of qualifications it will be of no use to the
soldiers or to the candidates contesting the
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elections. I repeat that the majo:
ably 80 or 00) per cent. of memb
}Forces over 21 years of age, woul
sessed of one of the qualifleations
meat.

.Ron. C. F. Baxter: About 20
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: if I

in that estimate, I will make the o
that they should he granted a vote
they are doing.

Hon. T. Moore: That is the po
Amendment put and a division t

the following result:-
Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Arza.
Hon. C. F. Baxter
lion. L.. B. aolton
Ron. k!ir Hal Colebatch
Hon. J1. A. Dimmitz
Eon. EP. H. H. Hell
Hon. V. Hamereley
Eon. W. J, Mann
Hon. 0. W. Miles

Hon. C. R, Cornish
Hon. J,.M. Drew
Hon. F. H. Gibson
Hon. E. H. Gray
Ron. 1E. Mi. Heenan

Hoe. H. S, W
Hon. H. V. P
Hon, H. U.

IHot, A. Thou
Eon. F. R.
Hion. C. B. WV
HOD, H. Tuci

IHon. W. H. f
Bon. T. Moor

Honu. C, B. WBon. W. R.I

rity, prob- civilians, and many hundreds of men will
ers of the be deprived of the right to exercise the vote.
Id be pos- Hon. HI. S. W. PARKER: I propose to
for enrol- move an amendment to Clause 4 to the effect

that any soldier who is qualified shall have
per cent. the right to vote. That is practically what
am wrong the Minister desires. If a man has the
ther point qualification, he should have an opportunity
for what to vote, provided it can be afforded him.

116n. C. F. BAXTER: There are thous-
iut. nds of people in the State qualified to vote
aken with and not on the roll, and I do not think the

soldiers will worry much about the vote. Ina
15 matters of this sort we have to exercise great

9 care. We cannot open up the qualification
- without running the risk of great danger.

6 Hon. F. E. GIBSON: I voted for the
- second reading with the object of giving

qualified men who are away fighting an op-
Parker portunity to vote. If I supported the amend-
ese eat, I would be defeating that object.

0eon
Welsh Hon, V. HEAMEESLEY; I support the
ood amendment. We have never previously ex-
sey (Tetler.) tended this right to an enrolled elector who

was absent, say, in the Eastern States. Now
tltson we are asked to extend it to all the men of

fllanis the Fighting Forces who have the qualifica-
IL1(Tefller.) tioa.

Amendment thus passed.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

went-
That after the definition of "Election" a

new definition be inserted as follows:-
" 'Elector' means any person whose name ap-
pears on the electoral roll of a province as an
elector.''
There is a definition of "election" but not
of "elector." This is necessary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is one
,of the really vital amendments, because if
it is agreed to it means, as I have already
explained, that only those persons -who have
actually enrolled will be entitled to a vote.
It will not matter what qualifications a
soldier may have, he cannot vote if his name
is not on the roll. He may have served for
four years. In no matter what arm of the
Force a man is serving he should be given
the opportunity to vote so long as be is
qualified as an elector of this Chamber. That
will not be possible under this propose1 defi-
nition. They might have endeavoured to be-
come enrolled, but been unsuccessful. If
that is what members desire, I shall be very
sorry. Men who have left Australia have
not bad the opportunity to become enrolled
that they would have, had they remained

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS:- I oppose the
amendment. Mr. Harnerslcy may he the
oldest member of this Chamber and appar-
ently he has not altered his view in 40 years.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not entitled to make such an assertion.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Soldiers are de-
fending the hon. member's home and broad
acres, not because they arc on a trip to the
Eastern States, hut because they have volun-
teered to fight for this country.

Hon. W. J. MANN: We should extend
some consideration to members of the Forces
who are qualified. I move-

That the amendment be amended by adding
the words "or is qualified to be enrolled as an
elector.''

If those words were added, a declaration
would be made by the applicant.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
need for Mr. Mann's amendment provided
we agree to accept the amendment that Mr.
Parker has indicated he intends to move to
Clause 4.

The CHAIRMAN: Who is going to sub-
stantiate an applicant's statement that he
is qualified if he makes a declaration? It
seems to me that we have to give him the
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vote because he is a serving soldier or give
him no vote at all.

Hon. T. Moore: That is the point-a serv-
ing soldier without other qualifications.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Because
there is difficulty in providing for a soldier
who is qualified and not on the roll, we
should endeavour to arrango for his having
a vote. I would be prepared to accept
"'serving soldier" as a qualification save for
the division taken at few minutes ago. When
a man claimed the right to vote, he could
declare the round. If a man made a false
declaration, that could not be helped.

The CHAIRMAN: He could only be qua-
lified before he enlisted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He might
have become an owner of property since.
The fact that the matter presents difficulties
should not prevent our trying to give a vote
to qualified men.

Hon. H. S. W.~ Parker: There is no needi
for a definition of "clector."

Hon. W. .1. MANN: if a man is sutbici-
cutly interested in the election and knows
he has the qualification, he should have a
vote. Let him make a declaration disclosing
his qualification and all will be well. If it
is proved that he has falsely attested he will
be subject to a penalty. I see no difficulty
in the matter.

Hon. T. MOORE: We had a number of
electors at Youanmi and ML Magnet who
were householders. They went away and on
the day they enlisted they bad the necessary
qualification. I give that as an example. I
rppose the amendment on the amendment
and T suggest to the Committee that the onlv
qualification necessary is that the voter shal
be a serving soldier.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am more than
ever convinced that Mr. Moore is not right.

Hon. T. Moore: You would be disfran-
chising many soldiers.

Iron. C. F. BAXTER: No. In order that
we shall pass a sound Bill, I ask the Com-
mittee to vote for the definition I propose.

Amendment on amendment put and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 10
Noes . .. . .. 14

Majority against.. -4

Hon. J. M. brew
Hon. E. H. Gray
Ron. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. W. 3. Hali
Ron. R. M1. Heenan

A
Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. BoltonHon. Sir Hnl Coisbatch
Ron. J. A. Dimmritt
Ho'.. V. Hntnersley
Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. H. V. Plea

Arcs.
Hon. W. H. Kltson
H. W. .. Mann
Hon. T. *Moore
Hon. C. B. William.
lion. F. E. Gibson

I~ (Taller.)

SE..

2

Hon H. L Koch,
Ho.A. Thoso

Hon. HTucbey
Hon. IF. R. Welsh
Hon. 0. A. Wood
Hon. C. R. Cornish

(Teller.)
Noe~s

Hon. J. M1. Drew, Han. W. H. K~itson
Hon. V. E. Gibsn Hon. T. Moore
Hon E. H-. Gray Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Ron. E. H. H. Hall Hoe. 0. B. Williams
Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. W. J. Mann
Han. E, M. Heers.n (Teller.)
Amendment thus passed.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 2 of the definition of ''Member

of the Forces'' the words ''or has been'' be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment-

That in lines 3 and 4 of the definition of
''Member of the Forces'' after the word
''omnonweaith'' the words ''and who is or
has been on active service during the present
war'' be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
ment-

That after the definition of ''Province'' the
following definition be inserted:-'' 'Qualified
member of the Forces' mean, a member of
the Forces who is serving with any unit within
Australia or outside Australia, but within that
portion of the South-Western Pacific Zone as
may be proclaimed from time to time under
the provisions of section four of the Common-
wealth Defence (Citizen Military Forces) Act,
1943, and who is an elector.''

It is necessary to have that definition in
view of the amendments I shall subsequently
move.

NOES.
Hon. C. F. Easter Ho.HV.lo.
Hon. L. B. Bolton Ho. H.L. ocha
Hon. C. Ri. Cornis h Hon. A.-hmolion. J1. A. Dimiit H on. H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Harnerplsy Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. G. W. Miles Hon. G.EB. Wood
Hon. H. S. W. Parker Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh

I(trailer.)
Amiendment on amendment thus negatived.
Amendment put and a division taken with

thle following result:-
Ayes .. . .. i
Noes . . .1

Majority for .
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: We already
have a definition of "Member of the Forces"
and now Mr. Baxter wants to put in another
definition. Why?

Heon. C, F. Baxter: Because it is used
in all my amendments.

The CHAIR-MAN: Mr. Baxter propose3
that Clause 4 be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All right, I
will raise no objection now.

Hon. H. S, W. PARKER: Will Mr.
Baxter tell me where the words "qualified
member of the Forces" occur in the Bill?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I did not say they oc-
curred in the Bill but in the amendments
I am going to move.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4-Members of the Forces entitled
to vote;

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have an amend-
ment on the notice paper to delete this
clause. Now that we have a definition of
an elector as agreed to by the Committee
there is no further need for this clause.

The CHAIRMAN: Members can vote
against it.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I have. amend-
ments on the notice paper which I expect
are opposed to what has been carried. It
was my desire to have all persons who were
qualified given the opportunity of voting
although they might not actually be on the
roll. My amendments provide that soldiers
who ore qualified may vote. At present I
think that only those on the roll can vote.

The CHAIRMAN: In view of what the
Committee has done in inserting a definition
of "Qualified member of the Forces" there
is no alternative but to delete Clause 4.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suppose
that to be consistent the Committee, having
given more than one decision on the amend-
mnents moved by Mr. Baxter, should follow
his amendments right through with the ex-
ception of those machinery amendments
which may not be quite in accord with our
views.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: This clause cannot
be retained now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
raise any objection to its deletion. If it is
of no use let us cut it out.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Parker's amend-
ments do not now apply.

Clause put and negatived.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: I have an amendment
to insert the word "'qualified" before "mem-
bers" in the heading appearing before
Clause 5.

The CHAIRMAN: That is consequential,
and will be made here and wherever neces-
sary.

Clause 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Action by Chief Electoral

Officer:-
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have an amend-

ment on the notice paper to insert after the
word "Possession" in line 2 of Subelause
(1) the words "a sufficient number of copies
of the roll of each province, and such copies
to include the names of all electors, if any,
enrolled since the last print, and entitled
to vote, and". I feel that the Committee
may be able to simplify this amendment.
I am not satisfied with the declaration sys-
tem, which can open the way to a lot of
trouble. We need to lessen expense and
trouble and perhaps this amendment could
be altered to do that.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I think
Mr. Baster will be well advised to withdraw
his amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: I take it that Mr.
Baxter has not moved it. The hon. member
can speak to the clause and refer to what
Mr. Baxter suggests. I will not regard the
amendment as having been moved because
we do not want to load up the minutes 'with
amendments and withdrawals.

Hfon. C. B. Williams: On a point of order,
I object! If the amendments are not re-
corded they are not before us.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
resume his seat. I am in the Chair.

Hon. C. B3. Williams: I will soon move
you out, if you are not in order!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: We have
decided who shall vote. Now the question
is to decide how they shall vote. I do not
think it is possible to send copies of the
rolls to all returning officers. Therefore the
system should be by means of declarations
as in the ease of the Legislative Assembly
election. When the declarations come back
the returning officer sees whether the man's
name is On the roll.

The CHAIRMAN: Mir. Baxter's second
amendment to this subelause to insert the
word "qualified" before "members" in line 3
is consequential.

Clause put and passed.

1140



[7 OcTOBER, 1943.) 14

Clause 7-Action by returning officer:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have an amend-

ment on the notice paper but in view of my
amendment to Clause 6 not being satisfac-
tory I do not know whether I should move
the amendment to Clause 7.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not want to in-
trude into the debate but I would like to
follow up what Sir Hal Colebatch said. The
Committee has agreed to follow the mach-
inery of the Assembly Bill, That is to say,
by making a declaration, any member of
the Forces may vote. That vote will be re-
turned to the Chief Electoral Officer to-
gether with the man's declaration. It will
be checked with the province roll and if the
name does not appear thereon the vote will
be ruled out. If we follow the procedure
-we adopted in connection with the Legisla-
tive Assembly Bill and adopt those that the
Assembly has accepted, the position should
be clarified.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I have already ex-
plained that I do not intend to move the
amendment about which you are concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask Mr. Baxter to
make himself au fait with all that has been
done in the Assembly Bill and we can muake
the amendments as we go along-

Clause put and passed.
Clause 8-Action by commanding officer:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

ment-
That in lines 2 and 3 of paragraph (a) the

words "or non-commissioned" be struck out.
Amendment put and passed.
The CHAIRMAN: The clause will be

consequentially amended in paragraph (a)
by inserting in line 3 before the word "mem-
hers" the word "qualified" and in line 4 of
paragraph (e) by inserting after the word
"hours" the word "qualified."

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 9-List of names of candidates

to be posted:
The CHAIRMAN: A consequential

amendment will he made in line 1 by insert-
ing before the word "members" the word
"iqualified."

Clause, as consequentially amended, put
and passed.

Clause 10-Manner of voting:
The CHAIRMAN: An amendment in line

1 of paragraph (a) of Subelause (1) to in-
sert the word "qualified" before the word
"members" will be made. This is consequen-
tial.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will he
necessary to delete the reference to Section
4, which appears in paragraph (a).

The CHAIRMAN: That is consequential
and will. be made automatically. Another
consequential amendment will be made in
Subelauss (2).

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBAT CH: Before the
consequential amendment to Subelause (2)
is dealt with, I have an amendment to move
in connection with the proviso to paragraph
(a) of Suhelause (1). I move an amend-
went-

That in lines 2 to 7 of the -proviso to parn-
graph (a) of Subelause (1) the words "in
which he ordinarily resided immediately prior
to appointment or enlistment as a member of
the Forces, or immediately prior to the third
day of September, one thousand nine hundred
and thirty-nine, as the case may be," be struck
out, and the words ''for which he is enrolled"
inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.
The CHAIRMAN: The consequential

amendment that will be made in Subelanse
(2) appears in lines 1 and 2 in which the
words "lor no-omsind will be struck
out.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.,
Clauses 11 and 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Scrutiny:-
The CHAIRMAN: A consequential

amendment will be made in line 4 of para-
graph (a) by inserting the word "qualified"
before the word "member."

Clause, as consequientially amended, put
and passed.

Clauses 14 and 15-agreed to.
Clause 16--Voting by discharged member

of Forces:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This clause, and

Clauses 17 and 18 will now have to be
deleted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Unless the
Chamber decides that no discharged soldier
shall have a vote, there is no need for the
remainder of this provision.

Clause put and negatived.
Clauses 17 to 20-negatived.
Clause 21-One vote only to be recorded:
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Sub-

clauses (1) and (2) should be deleted. There
is no reason why a man possessing votes for
two provinces should not exercise one of
these votes.

On motions by Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch,
clause amended by striking out Subelauses
(1) and (2) and by striking out the words
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"Subject to this section" at the beginning of
Subelause (3).

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 22-Voting by members of Civil

Constructional Corps:
Hon. C. F. BASTER: I move an amend-

ment-
That all the words after the word " who" in

line 9 of the clause be struck out, and the fol-
lowing inserted in lieu:-"Jis an elector may
vote in accordance with thc provisions of this
Act, in so far as those provisions are applic-
able, as if he were a qualified member of the
Forces."'

Provided that in the case of any project, un-
dertaking or work outside the State, the june-
tiens of a commanding officer and of a com-
missioned officer, as set out in Division (2) of
this Act may be performed respectively by the
engineer or other person in charge of the pro-
ject, undertaking, or work, anad by any ,person
designated by him."

This will simplify matters for the Civil Con-
structional Corps, especially when the corps
is outside the State.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 23-Voting by presiding offcers
and others:

Hon. C. F. Baxter: This clause will need
to be consequentially amended.

The CHAIRMAN: That will be attended
to.

Clause, as consequentially amended, put
and passed.

Clauses 24 and 25-negatived.
Clause 26--Validity of election not to be

challenged:
The CHAIRMAN: There will be a conse-

quential amendment in line 5.
Clause, as consequentially amended, put

and passed.
Clauses 27 to 30--agreed to.
Clause 31-Repeal of Subsection (3) of

Section 2 of Franchise Act, 1916:
The CHAIRMAN: I hope members will

strike out this clause.
Clause put and negatived.
Clause 32-Duration:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

ment-
That the words "during the present war

and twelve months thereafter" be struck out
and the words "until the 3sat December, 1944,
and no longer" inserted in bieu.

This will be in keeping with the Assembly
Bill.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Schedule No. 1:
The CHAIRMAN: There will be a conse-

quential amendment by inserting the word
"qualified" in line 1 of paragraph 1.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is not necessary to
do that.

The CHAIRMAN: This is where the
Schedule does not square with that of the
Assembly.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: The word "'quali-
fied"' is not required there.

The CHAIRMAN: Very well.
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move an

amendment-
That in paragraph (2) the words "My ordin-

ary place of residence immediately prior to my
appoi ntment or enlistment as a member of the
Forces (or if appointed or enlisted prior to
the 3rd September, 1939, immediately prior to
that date) was at (here insert place of resi-
dence in full)'' be struck out and the word.
"I am enrolled as an elector" inserted in
lieu.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: How could a
soldier who has been away from the State
for two years make a declaration that he
was on the roll?1

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateb: He would know
whether he was on the roll.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: He might have
known when he left here.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateb:- Only in the event
of his wilfuilly matking a false declaration
would he he committing an offence.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line I. of paragraph (3) after the

word "election" the words "for the pro-
vinace", be inserted.

Amendment put and passed: the schedule,
asR amendeul, agreed to.

Schedules No. 2 and 3-negatived-

Schedule No. 4:
On motions by Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch,

schedule consequentially amended by striking
out paragraphs (2) and (.3) and by striking
out of paragraph (4) all the words from the
commencement down to the word "lull" iii
line 4 and inserting the words "I am enrolled
as an elector" in lieu; by striking out of line
4 the word "electoral"'; and by inserting
after the word "election"' in line I of para-
graph (5) the words "for the province."7

Schedule, as amended, put and passed.

1142



[7 OcoBr,= 1948.] 14

Title:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is necesary to

amend the Title. I move an amendment-
That the words ''for the duration of the

present war and twelve months thereafter" be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
On motion by Hon, C. F. Baxter, Title

further consequentially amended by inserting
before the word "members" the word "quali-
fled."l

Title, as amended, agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments antl

amendments to the Title, and the report
adopted.

BILL--LOAN, £S5G,000.
Received from the Assembly and read a

first time.

BILL-MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD
PARTY INSURANCE).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)

[10.1] : It is a remarkable coincidence that
on three occasions a Bill similar to this
should have reached this Chamber in the
closing hours of the session. Still more
remarkable, in my opinion, is the fact that,
in introducing a measure of this character,
it has been considered necessary to follow
closely legislation which has been passed in
other States. One of the proud boasts of
the Trades Hall and of various unions, as
well as of the Government, is that as far
as possible everything should be done de-
partmentally or at least on the day-labour
principle, with the idea of ;avoiding in-
creased expense and unnecessary profits. It
is considered by them that private enter-
prise has no thought in these matters but
to wake a profit. That might he all right
so far as this Bill is concerned were the in-
surance not being made compulsory. Under
this Bill every owner of a motor vehicle will
be obliged to insure against third-party risk
and in that respect the measure is lonZ over-
due.

When one bears in mind that the Govern-
muert had before it the report of a Select
Committee that inquired into this matter
and made recommendations upon the sworn
evidence of insurance experts, it seems re-
markable that such recommendations were
not adopted. Evidence was given by no

fewer -than '.hree managers of insurance
companies to the effect that were they given
the sole responsibility of managing this in-
surance business by the creation of a pool,
they would guarantee that the administrative
costs would not exceed 10 per cent. of the
premiums. One of the witnesses went so
f ar as to say that he would like the oppor-
tunity to undertake the business and that if
he could secure it for himself he would not
want smother job in his lifetime. Sworn
evidence was also given to the Select Com-
mittee by the managers of insurance com-
panies to the effect that the companies could
not administer this class of business under
an expense ratio of 30 per cent. In the meas-
ure before us, we find the Government is ap-
parently prepare to mulct motorcar and
truck owners of an add itional 20 per cent. by
way of premiums, if we take into considera-
tion the fact that the business could be done
upon a 10 per cent. basis. I take strong
exception to that and I hope this House
wilt refer the Bill back to the Government
with a request that it consider the evidence
submitted to the Select Committee and
framec a Bill on the lines of the recommenda-
tions of that committee.

The Select Committee strongly recom-
mended that when motor licenses were issued
they should beer a not ifleeflian that the
owner of the vehicle was covered by insur-
ance against third-party risk. The Bill pro-
videsd for a penalty of £100 if a vehicle re-

mains uninsured, but what benefit would that
be to an injured person should the driver
of the vehicle prove to be a man of straw?
In the metropolitan area all the motor
vehicle licenses arc issued by the Traffic
Department and consequently there should
be no difficulty in arranging for a man to
pay his insurance against third-party risk at
the time hie obtains his license. The same
remark applies to country districts, where
the road hoards issue the licenses. An enor-
mous saving would be made in that way.

Hon. W. J. Mann: It would be done auto-
matically.

Hon. A. THOMSON: And at no extra ex-
pense. If the Bill passes, the agents of the
insurance companies would be chasing this
business for which, of course, they would
receive a commission varying from 5 per
cent. upwards. I desire to quote from the
report of the Select Committee of the Legis,-
lative Council on third-party risks under
the Traffic Act. The committee took evi-
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denee in 1940. On page 3 of the report the
following appears:-

The North Island (N.Z.) Motor 'Union (the
parent body of the Automobile Association
operating in the North Island of New Zealand)
indorsed aproposal for the establishment of a
mutual company to insure members of the
Automobile Association. The initial funds of
the company consisted of just under £250, sub-
scribed by 42 enthusiasts in sums. of £5 and five
guineas as an advance payment in respect of
their first insurance premium . . .In 1929
the net premium income was £12,357 and the
net profit £1,962, while the value of the assets
was £0,638.
There was a steady increase in the income
and in the profits. In 1935 the net premium
income was £86,076, the net profit £12,836,.
and the value of the assets £124,088. That
union was able to reduce its premium
charges to those who were insured under the
compulsory system. Mr. Zehindcr, secretary
of the Royal Automobile Club, told the
Select Committee that no-one should be al-
lowed to make a proft from this insurance.
That is the principle for which I was fight-
ing. Mr. Zehnder also said that everything
couild he conducted by a board, and that the
club's insurance pooi comprised of tariff com-
panies was able to save 20 per cent. to its
members.

I point out to the House this measure is
not in the interests of the motor vehicle own-
err, in this State. I am not blaming the
Minister for Works, because, after all, it is
a matter of policy; yet it seems to me that
his department is afraid to launch out and
break fresh ground. XWe have the sworn evi-
dence of experts, Mr. Forsaith, representing
Harvey Trinder & Co., told the Select Com-
mittee that there would be no difficulty in ar-
riving at the premiums to be charged and
that the administrative costs should not ex-
teed 10 per cent. Mr. Lenox, of Bennic S.
Cohen & Son (W.A.) Ltd., said that he
would willingly run the pool for 10 per cent.
as a private individual he approved, but as
an insurance man he did not like compulsory
insurance.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did the tariff com-
panies say they wanted 30 per cent.?

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is the sworn
evidence submitted. Personally, I do not
think much harm would be done if the
measure were deferred: the motor vehicle
owners would certainly be saved a consider-
able sumn of money. The Select Committee's
recommendations were-

That legislation be brought in immediately
to provide for a Compnlsory Co-operative Pool

to be administered by an advisory body of
three persons, one to be appointed by the Gov-
ernment, who shall act as chairman; one repre-
senting the motorists; one representing the
public and experienced as an insurance under-
writer.

I would commend to the Government this
passage from the committee's report-

The reasons for the Comuihttee'Is recommend-
ations are based on the following overwhelm-
ing evidence which has been submitted: That
a pool as proposed by your Committee sheuld
be established and should be administered at
a maximum cost of 10 per cent,

We have no evidence as to what the scheme
uinder this Bill will cost, hut we have sworn
evidence by expert insurance mnen that they
will guarantee that it could be done under
a pool for ten per cent. and probably less.

Hon. G. WV. Miles: Does not this Bill ex-
clude those two?

lion. A. THOMSON: They arc not in-
cluded under the Bill.

Hon, G. Fraser: Who dlid you say was
not included?9

Honi, A. THOMSON. Harvey Trinder and
Bennie S. Cohen.

Rion. E. H1. Hf. Hall: I understand they
could do the business.

Hon. A. THOMSON: They are not pro-
vided for in the Bill.

The Hlonorary Minister: They were over-
looked.

Ron. A- THOMSON: That justifies my
suggestion that the Bill he referred back to
the Government for further consideration
and that attention should be given to sworn
evidence by experts. It is true that fresh
ground would he broken, but the rest of Aus-
tralia would be shown how to save money
as has been done in New Zealand and by the
co-operative pool of the Royal Automobile
Club.

Sittinvg suspended from 10.20 to 10.50 pm.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro.
politan) : I sympathise entirely with Mr.
Thomson. I do not know what excuse the
Government has for producing an important
measure of this kind iii the closing hours of
the session. The same thing was done in
the closing hours of last session. At the same
time I do not know exactly what Mr. Thom-
son implies when he suggests referring the
Bill back to the Government. Is it intended
as a polite form of rejection? I do not
think there is any provision in the Standing
Orders for any action of that kind. Loist
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session we applied a polite form of rejection
by carrying a motion "that the Bill he read
a second time this day six months." But I
feel that the chief objection to the Bill intro-
duced last session has been removed. Last
session it was intended that third-party in-
surance should be a monopoly of the Gov-
ernment.

During the last couple of days I have had
a good look through the Bill. It is quite cer-
tain that we have not got the time that is
necessary to make sure that we are passing
a good Bill, but for my own part I intend
to vote for the second reading. I have placed
on the notice paper certain amendments-
somo of them rather important, others in-
tended chiefly to bring about uniformity. It
is recognised as a good practice in Bills that
where two clauses mean the same thing, the
same words should be used. That is a prac-
tice which hits not been entirely followed.
I1 should think the success or otherwise of
this Bill will depend largely on the clause
proposing the formation of a committee to
check premiums and all that sort of thing.
I do not think there is any reason to sug-
gest that the insurance companies are not
willing to co-operate fairly with the Govern-
ment in endeavouring to make the measure
a success. I shalt support the second reading.

HON. 0a FRASE (West): I support the
Bill. I can quite understand Mr. Thomson
being disappointed at the fact that the Select
Committee's recommendations were not em-
bodied in the measure presented to Parlia-
ment, However, we have to deal with the
Bill we have before us; and I believe this
measure will prove a very good Act. Mr.Thomson mentioned the namnes of several
gentlemen who gave evidence before the
Select Committee -regarding this matter, and
said "they would be excluded from this Bill."
However, only during the last day or two I
have had conversations with one or two of
those men, and they say that this will be a
very good Bill. Certain amendments arc
needed, but with their inclusion the Bill will
he one of which we may be proud. Some 10
or 12 years ago I first introduced the sub-
ject of third-party insurance to this Cham-
ber, because of the number of accidents
brought to my notice where persons injured
had no hope of receiving compensation see-
ing that the persons -responsible for the acci-
dents were men of Otaw.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Why depart from the
Select Committee's report?

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not know. I am
not the Government. I believe Mr. Thomson
will also support the Bill, as he is a very
keen advocate of this type of insurance. I
feel sure that if the hon. member has exam-
ined the Bill closely-

Hon. A. Thomson: I have studied it very
closely.

Hon. G. FRASER: -with one or two
amendments that are suggested, he will be
-well satisfied with the measure. The idea
of the pool arose mainly in connection with
the cost. We thought that the pool system
would probably result in a charge of about
£1 for a single ear. I believe that what the
Bill proposes will bring the cost very near
that figure.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I was hoping you
would criticise the Government for not in-
troducing a pool.

Hon. G. FRASER: Dlestructive criticism
does not get us anywhere when we are after
a particular object. I believe the Bill will
provide something on the lines of what the
Select Committee desired. The proposal is
to form a committee which will arrive at the
price. I believe the constitution of that com-
mittee will be something on the lines the
Select Committee had in mind when it re-
commended a pool. From my own knowledge
of third-party business and from conversa-
tions with insurance men who know some-
thing about the matter, I feel sure that if
the Bill is carried-

Hon. A. Thomson: It will be a good thing
for the insurance companies!

Hon. G. FRASER: No. It will achieve
the object Mr. Thomson* I and many others
have been desirous of achieving for many
years. I support the second reading.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I have pleasure in supporting
the Bill, which I consider to be very essen-
tial. I regret, however, that it does not cover
damage to property. There are a great
many instances of careless driving and of
irresponsible drivers getting hold of motor-
cars and causing a good deal of damage to
other cars and to property generally. How-
ever, this Bill is a step in the right direc-
tion providing1 as it does, compulsory in-
surance against injury caused to other peo-
ple.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East): I rise to
make a protest. I would like to know why
the Government did not follow the recoin-
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mendations of the Select Committee. The visions of the measure are well known to all
committee took a tremendous volume of ex-
pert evidence, and one recommendation was
that a pooi should be formed. The commit-
tee was told by experts that the costs would
be low if such a pool were formed. How-
ever, I suppose this is the next best thing,
and I support the second reading.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan): I
desire to support the remarks of my col-
league, Sir Hal Colebatch. I opposed the
Bill strongly on the last occasion, because
it gave the State Government Insurance
Office a monopoly. On this occasion that
objection has been removed, and I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (in re-
ply) :While I do not object to Mr. Thomson
expressing an opinion on this Bill, his re-
marks are liable to leave a false impression.
He criticised the department. It is not the
department's fault; it is a matter of Govern-
meat policy. I would like shortly to review
the history of this matter to show that the
Government has endeavoured in the past to
have third-party insurance introduced, but
this House has rejected the proposals. The
first Bill was introduced in 1988. It
reached the second reading stage but was not
agreed to. It provided for the insuring
authorities to be any person or association
of persons carrying on the business of insur-
ance. The 1939 Bill provided for the work
to be undertaken by approved insurance of-
ficers and the State Insurance Office. This
Bill1 lapsed because the Council refused to
give power to the State office to undertake
all classes of motor vehicle insurance while
third-party insurance was compulsory.

The 1941 Bill provided that the State In-
surance Office was to have a monopoly of
compulsory third-party insurance, with)
power to undertake all classes of motor
vehicle insurance. That was defeated in
this Chamber, which objected to the State
office undertaking the business, and re-
fused to give it the necessary power. All
along the Government has maintained that
an organisation was already in existence-
the State office-to dio the work efficiently
and cheaply. This is a compromise Bill,
which includes all insurance companies and
the State Insurance Office. The amendments
placed on the notic paper by Mr. Craig and
Sir Hal Colebatch will be accepted, and I
think wvill improve the Bill. The main pro-

members. They have been discussed on seve-
ral occasions and wve should lose little time
in passing the Bill through Committee. As
Sir Hal says, the main principle is eontaineo
in the provision for the appointment of a
premiums committee which will consist of
representatives of the insurance companies
together with representatives of the Govern-
ment and motor interests.

Question put and a division taken
the following reslt:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for .

Hon. La. B. Dolton
Hon. Sir Hal Colobatch
Her. J. Cornell
Han. 0. R. Cornish
Hon. L. Craig
Ho.. J7. A. flinlnnitt
Ron. J. M. Drew,
Hon. 0. Frss,r
Ron. P. E. Gibson
Hon. E. H. Gray

Ho.. E. F. H. Hall
Hoi V.Hmeee

LYFE .

with

19
.3

Ion. W. R. Hall
Ion. E. MI. Heenn
Ion. W. H. Kitson
Ion. 0. W. Miles
[on. H. S. W. Parker
[on. H4. V. Plesso
[on. H. Tackey
[on. G. 13. Wood
Ion. F. R. Welsh

TORs&
Hon. A. Thomson

I (relief. J

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-

ary Minister in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Interpretation:

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move
an amendment-

That in line 3 of the definition of ''motor
vehicle'' after the word I Iused " the words 'on
roads'" be inserted.

This amendment is to make it clear that
there is no intention to cover motor boats
or aircraft.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move
an amendment-

That in line 5 of the definition of ''motor
vehicles'' the word ''or'' be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move

an amendment-
That it the end of the definition of ''motor

vehicle'' the following trords be added: ''any
farm tractor which is not used on a public road
or any kind of aicaf.
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I was under the impression that the use of
the words "on roads" would have been suf-
ficient to exempt aircraft, but I was told that
it was advisable to state specifically that air-
craft are not included.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I would
suggest flint the words "intended for air
navigation" be added to the proposed amend-
ment.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Very well.
The CHAIRMAN: The amendment will

now read-
That the words "any farm tractor which

is not used on a public road or any kind of
aircraft intended for use in air navigation''
be added.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I move an amendment-
That in line 1 of the definition of ''Policy

of insurance"' after the word 'nte the
words "and/or certificate of insurance" be in-
serted.

There are certain insurers operating in
Perth 'who are not members of the Under-
writers' Association. These insurers include
Lloyds, Harvey Trinder and other English
companies. Instead of issuing a cover note
they issue a certificate of insurance. It is
for that reason that I move the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBAT CU: I move

an amendment-
That in line 4 of the proviso to Subelnuse

(3) the words "who has" be struck out and
the words "if such insurer had" inserted in
lieu.
It is considered that this amendment will
mnake the meaning clearer.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 4 and 5-agreed to.

Clause 6-Requirements in respect of
policies:

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It is a
recognised principle to use the same words
to describe the same thing. I move an
amendment-

That in line I of Subelause (2) (b) (i) the
word "relation" be struck out and the word
"Crelative'' inserted in lieu.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
no objection to the amendment, although I
have been advised that it is unnecessary.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 7-Liability of insurers:
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBAT CH: I move an

amendment-
That in line 8 of Suibelause (7) (a) the

word "for" be struck out and the words "in
respect of contracts or policies of " inserted in
lieu.

That is the expression used in other clauses
for the samne purpose.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 13-agreed to.
Clause 14-Emergency treatment and hos-

pital treatment when motor vehicle un-
insured:

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I move an
amendment--

That in line 1 of Subelause (1) the word
"when" be struck out and the word "where"?
inserted in lieu.

The word "where" is used over and over
again in the same sense.

The HONORARY MINISTER: My ad-
vice is that "when" is a more direct word
to use.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Then why not
use it in other places?

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 15 to 25-agreed to.
Clause 26--Appointment of committee to

make inquiries, etc.:
Hon. L. CRAIG: I move an amendment-
That Subelause (3) be struck out and a new

subelause as followvs inserted:-
()(a) Thu members referred to in para-

graph (e) of the last preceding sub-
section shall be appointed after con-
sultation with such body or bodies as
in the opinion of thq Minister, repre-
sent the interests of owners of motor
vehicles,

(b) The members referred to in paragraph
(d) of the last preceding subsection
shall be appointed from a list of per-
sons compiled from names submitted
by approved insurers each approved
insurer having the right to submit the
name of one such person.

The amendment is self-explanatory.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no objection to the amendment, which will
improve the clause.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 27 to 29, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and the

report adopted,
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BILL-STATE GOVERNMENT INBUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 5th October.

HON. W. J1. MANN (South-West)
[11.45]: I consider that this Bill is one to
which. full consideration should be given.
I shall be glad to hear a little more regard-
ing the provisions of the measure before I
decide whether I can support it or not.
That is all I have to say at the moment.

Question put and passed.
Bill m~ad a second time.

In committee.

Ron. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Hill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 2:
Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The qunes-

tion which arises here is whether the Gov-
ernment should have its insurance powers
extended. In view of the Bill we have
passed, it is necessary that those powers
should be extended to cover third-party in-
surance. Now it is for us to consider whether
wve are to make a further extension to cover
all business. I see no need for such exten-
sion. I move an amendment-

That proposed new paragraph (bi) be struck
out, and the following words inserted in lie:-
"in relation to insurance under the Motor
Vehicle (Third Party Insurance) Act, 1943.'"

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not think it is qui te
fair to ask the State Insurance Office to
accept only third-party business, without
being able to insure motor cars for other
risks. Nor is that quite fair to motor car
owners who want to insure their ears in the
same office as that in which they took out
their third party insurance. It would mean
that the State Insurance Office would get
practically no motor car insurance what-
ever. We have agreed that the State office
should be entitled to participate in third-
party insurance, and it is only fair that the
office should be entitled to do ordinary in-
surance as well. It is getting no preference
whatever.

Hon. G. FRASER: I know that Sir Hal
does not wnt to be unfair to the State In-
surance Office. There is nothing in the
other measure which has been mentioned
that would compel other insurance com-
panies to accept third-party insurance and
any person. The Select Committee had evi-
dence that there were numbers of people

whom the ordinary insurance companies
would not accept. The State office would
be in a different position; it would not be
able to refuse to insure those people and so
it would be forced to take all the bad cases
which the insurance companies did not want.
That is unfair and, in my opinion, it is the
main objection to the amendment.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: While there may be
some justification for Mr. Craig's remark,
the Bill is identical with that introduced in
the Assembly in 1941 and it contains pro-
visions for the extension of the activities of
the State Insurance Office; in other words, it
i% an extension of State trading. I there-
fore support the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause 3, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-COMPANIES.

In committee.

Resumed from the previous dlay. Hon. J.
Cornell i the Chair; the Chief Secretary in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 256-Notice by liquidator of his
appointment:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after Clause 255 bad been agreed to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-

That a new subelause be inserted as fol-
lows: -

(2) (a) The notice shall state the situation
of his office, and notice of any change
thereof shall be given by him within
twenty-one days of such change.

(b) Service made at such address shall be
deemed good service on him and OnL
tbe company.''

When a company goes into liquidation, at
liquidator is appointed. He may be a pro-
fessional man who from time to time may
change his address, and I understand that
frequently there is difficulty in ascertaining
his address for service of notices. If the
amendment is passed, the work of the Regis-
trar of Companies wvill be facilitated.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 257 to 269-agreed to.
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Clause 270-Priority of Crown in winding
up preserved:

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That in lines 4 to 6 of paragraph (a) of
the proviso the words ''under the provisions
of the State Trading Concerns Act, 1916,'' be
struck out.
We have recently passed a measure for the
establishment of an industry which will be
carried onl by the State but which will not
be a State trading concern. I therefore think
the amendment will have the effect of mak-
ig the provision somewhat wider.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The object
of the paragraph the hon. member desires
to amend is to take away the priority of the
Crown in regard to Crown debts.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: As regards trad-
ing concerns.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Owing
to the State trading concerns which are en-
gaged in commecial activities, and particu-
larly when they are in competition with pri-
vate concerns, I should have thought that
Mr. Parker would agree that this provision
is quite desirable.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I agree with
the principle. But take the wood distilla-
tion and charcoal iron and steel industry.
That does not come under the State Trad-
ing Concerns Act, and by leaving these words
out the provision is broadened. It should
not be confined merely to those concerns
under a particular Act. I want it to apply
to all State trading concerns, whether under
the Act or not.

Thle CHIEF SECRETARY: I must ask
that the words be left in. Otherwise there
is likely to be argument as to what is a
State trading concern. The provision de-
fines the matter. If these words are taken
out there will be disputation. I am reminded
by the Solicitor General that the State
Trading Concerns Act provides that no State
trading concern may he established except
by Act of Parliament.

Hon. H.L S. W. Parker: But that has been
over-ridden with -regard to the wood distilla-
tion industry.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If that is so,
the provision is limited to those that come
under the State Trading Concerns Act.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER:. I desire all
State trading concerns to be on the same
footing as other traders. To leave the words
in is to narrow the measure down to the

Oovernment activities that come directly
under the Act. Surely this wood distillation
industry is a State trading concern.

The Chief Secretary: The Act specifically
says it is not.

Hon' H. S. W. PARKER: Never mind
what the Act says; in fact, it is.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is some sound
reasoning in Mr. Parker's contention. If
the words are left in, certain trading con-
cerns are defined and not others, and there
may be some doubt about the wood distilla-
tion industry. If these words are taken out,
the provision will include everything that
might be classed as a State trading con-
cern, and all those concerned will have no
priority.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am advised
that if any doubt arose the position would
have to be settled in court. It is better to
know where we stand. With regard to the
concern mentioned by Mr. Parker, there is
specific provision in the Act governing it
that it is not a State trading con-
cern. Wherever it is a question of liquida-
tion, the liquidator can get a decision only
by referring the matter to the court. Why
should we put people to all this trouble
when there is no need for it?

Hon. 'Ff. S. W. PARKER: As the pro-
vision stands only those concerns under the
State Trading Concerns Act are deprived of
the priority. This wood distillation concern
wiUl have priority.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Midnight.

Clauses 271 to 328--agreed to.
Clause 329-Registration and documents

to be delivered to registrar:
H~on. H. S. W. PARKER. I move an

amendmet-
That in lines 8 to 10 of paragraph (e) of

Subelause (1) the words "where there are
directors in this State a memorandum shall he-
attached to the said list stating the powers of
the local directors" be struck out.

I do not know the object of these words.
The local directors would look after the
affairs of the company in Western Australia.
Although this provision is in the New Sooth
Wales Act I cannot see any object in it-
Companies should not be put to the expense-
of submitting this document.

The Chief Secretary: What would be the
expense?
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Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It would entail
some work which would be charged for.
This would be a stereotyped form stating
that their duties are to look after the affairs
of the company in Western Australia and
all other matters relevant thereto.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is in-
serted for the protection of the public, so
that any prospective shareholder or creditor
may get the information locally instead of
having to apply to the head office outside the
State, which might refuse to give the in-
formation and thus cause a creditor a tre-
mendous amount of trouble. If there is any
strength in what Mr. Parker said, that he
does not know what good it will do, there
is more strength in the argument that it will
do no harm.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: What are the
powers of directors? To sign cheques.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Their powers
might be limited or unlimited.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Does it matterl
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not

had experience of it, but I can imagine that
it mnrht. As well as being in the New
South Wales Act, this is in the South Aus-
tralian Act. Such information might be the
determining factor for a creditor or other
person.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I agree with Mr. Parker.
I cannot see how one could define the powers
or duties of a local director. I am the local
director of a company, and to set out my
powers or duties would be most difficult.
Whatever I did, the principal board would
have to stand by me as its agent.

lHon. J. A. Dimmitt: No powers have been
set out.

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, but anything done
by me must be accepted by the principal
board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Suppose the
director exceeded his powers and the com-
pany refused to accept the responsibility
and threw it back on the local director, what
would be the position? The principal board
might reserve to itself the right to give deci-
sions on certain matters.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: If such a
memorandum were filed and the director ex-
ceeded his powers, the position would be the
same. The essential thing with a foreign
company is the registration of a Power of
attorney given to an individual in the State.
The attorney is the official, and he exercises
the power set out in his power of attorney.

The memorandum could only contain some-
thing indefinite such as "to assist the com-
pany in its transaction of business."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is strange-
that South Australia and New South Wales
have seen fit to include a similar provision.
The attorney would not be able to over-ride
the directors, who are the men that exercise
the power.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Whenever a
company changes its manager, it is necessary
to re-file quite a number of documents. The
attorney is the important man. The direc-
tors simply assist and advise the manager.
The directors have no power other than what
the principal board cares to give them from
time to time.

The Chief Secretary: Well, let us have
those powers stated.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: The somewhat
overdrawn picture produced by the Chief
Secretary simply could not exist in reality.
A local director is selected for his ability and
reliability, and any action taken by him is
supported by the central board. I have
never known a central board not to confirm
the action of a local director.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to,

Clauses 330 to 383-agreed to.
Clause 834-Companies to file balance

sheets:
Hon. J1. A. DIMMITI: I move an amend-

ment of which notice has been given by Mr.
Baxter-

That a new subelause be added as fol-
lows :-'' (4) This section shall not apply
to any company which by the law in force
in the country or State where it was incor-
porated is not required to publish its balance

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: There is nt
very much objection to the amendment, but
I do desire that we should be quite logical.
If Mir. Dimmitt would agree to substitute for
the word "publish" the words "ified with a
registrar", I could accept the amendment.

Hen. J. A. flizniitt: Very well.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be amended in the last

line by striking out the word ''publish'' and
inserting the words.''filed with a registrar'' in
lieu.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed; amendment, as amended, ared to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 335 to 366-agreed to.
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Clause 357-Dividends-how payable:
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: An amend-

ment should be inserted to strike out the
word "notified" with a view to inserting the
words "forwarded by cheque or dividend
warrant." The provision is an extraordin-
ary one. There may be only one share-
holder in the State, yet notice of the
dividend has to be advertised in the
paper and a letter sent to the share-
holde-, who has to go to the registered
office of the company to collect the money.
That provision is contained in our existing
Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amend-
mieat Mr. Parker has indicated is one of a
series which will alter the clause materially.
As Mr. Parker said, the clause appears in
the existing Act.

Hon. L. Craig: Bitt it is not being ob-
served.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am ad-
vised that the intention is to protect the
company.

Hon. J. A. Dimimitt: Against whtat?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The share-

holder is notified that a dividend is payable.
He can request the company to forward it
to him by post, and if he does so he accepts
the responsibility for the money being sent
to him in that way.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The clause should not
appear in the Bill. In the first place, divi-
deeds do not accrue, unless they are prefer-
ence dividends. In the second place, the
shareholder receives a notice of the meeting
of the company, together with a profit and
loss account and balance sheet.

Hon. J. A. Dimmnitt: And an agenda noti-
fying that a dividend is to be paid.

Hon. L. CRAIG: After having received
that notice, the shareholder must go to the
registered office of the company to collect
the dividend. The provision is obsolete. To-
dlay a cheque or dividend warrant is posted
to at shareholder. It contains a receipt form
which the shareholder must sign.

The Chief Secretary: Suppose the cheque
got into the hands of the wrong person and
he collected the money?

Hon. L. CRAIG: He would have com-
mitted a cr-ime. The Committee would be
well advised to vote against the whole clause.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I frequently notice
iii the "Kalgoorlie Miner" advertisements
stating that a dividend is payable by a com-
pany and that cheques can be obtained at
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the registered office of the company. I am
sorry to hear that companies down here do
not comply with the law- They do so on
the Goldfields.

Hon. L. CRAIG: With no-liability com-
panies it is different. Scrip changes hands
and very often it is not known to whom the
money should be sent. The name on the
register is often not the name on the scrip
at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is for
the protection of the companies. If they
are prepared to give away that protection
I will raise no further objection. I am more
concerned about the public.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee h 'ad
better decide whether it wants this clause
or not.

Hon. L. CRAIG, I would like to move
that the clause be struck out.

The CHAIRMAN: The ban. member can-
not do that. He had better vote against the
clause.

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 358 to 361-agreed to.

Clause 362-Appointment of receivers:
Hon. L. CRAIG: I move an amendment-
That a new subelause be added as follows:-
'' (5) Nothing in this section shall dis-

qualify a body corporate from acting on re-
ceiver as aforesaid prodided such body cor-
porate has by statute been empowered so to
do"
I am sorry that this amendment was not
put on the notice paper. I intended to take
that course but I discussed it with the Chief
Secretary and it was agreed that the amend-
ment was not necessary. Since then it has
been decided that it is advisable to insert
it. This Bill says that a company may not
as liquidator take over the assets of another
company. The W.A. Trustee Company and
the Perpetual Trustee Company have been
authorised to take over the assets of com-
panies in liquidation but it is necessary to
make quite certain of their position by in-
cluding this provision.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
question of making doubly sure and I have
no objection to the amendment.
IHon. G. W. MILES: I want to protest

against amendments not being on the notice
paper. Mr. Craig and the Chief Secretary
confer and decide, but this Committee
should have some say in what is transacted.
This has been sprung on us at a quarter
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to one in the morning. I hope that in future
amendments will be put on the notice paper.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 363 to 432--agreed to.
Postponed Clause 24-Registration:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendmnent-
That in line 2 of Subelanse (1) after the

words ''Registrar, and" the words "subject
to this Act and on payment of the prescribed
fees" he inserted.

Hon. L. Craig: What is the object of the
words "subject to this Act"?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The next
proposed amendment must be read in con-
junction with this. It is a very long one,
and deals with the question of caveats. Fees
will have to be paid and, if we agree to the
second amendment, it will also be necessary
to have these words inserted.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope members will
read the subsequent amendment because I
am not going to. It has been on the notice
paper for a fortnight.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It was published in
the Press.

Amendment put and passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The idea of

the second amendment I am about to move
is to prevent firms or persons from floating
companies and then transferring their assets
to such companies unknown to their credi-
tars, and for other purposes to prevent
frivolous or malicious caveats. As a result
the amendment provides that the judge may
order payment of compensation by the
caveator where he considers that the caveat
is being lodged without reasonable cause. I
move an amendment-

That a new subelause be added as follows;-
" (3) (a) The Registrar shall not register

a company-
(9) unless a promoter or proposed director

of the company makes application in
writing, in the prescribed form and
containing the prescribed particulars,
to the Registrar for registration of the
company; and

(ii) unless at least twenty-one days before
the proposed date of application a
notice of intention, in the prescribed
form and containing the prescribed
particulars, to apply for registration
of the company, signed by such pro-
meter or proposed director, has been
lodged with the Registrar and a copy
of such notice advertised in a daily
morning newspaper published in Perth
and generally circulating throughout

Western Australia and in a newspaper4
generally circulating in the locality, if1
other than Perth, where the registered
office of the company is proposed to
be situated; and

(ii) unless a caveat has not been lodged with
the Registrar before the proposed date
of application or unless, if any caveat
has been so lodged, the same has been
removed or withdrawn.

(b) The Registrar shall cause a book to be
kept wherein every such notice shall be en-
tered and such book and the notice therein
shall be open to the inspection of any per-
son upon payment of a fee of two shillings.

(c) Any person may at any time before
the proposed date of application, on payment
of the prescribed fee, enter a caveat against
the registration of the company as being
likely to hinder, defeat or delay any claim
of the caveator against any person.

(d) Every such caveat shall be in the pre-
scribed form or to the like effect.

(e) Upon the receipt of any such caveat
the Registrar shall cause a Copy thereof to,
be posted to the promoter or proposed direc-
tor giving notice of intention to apply as
aforesaid.

(f) Such promotcr or proposed director or
any other person interested in the registra-
tion of the proposed company may summon
the caveator before a judge in chambers to
show cause why the caveat should not be re-
moved; and upon the return of such summons
the judge shall hear and determine whether
the registration of the proposed company is
likely to hinder, defeat or delay any claim
of the caveator against any person, and in
such determination may direct upon what
terms and conditions the registration of the
company can be proceeded with.

(g) If on the hearing of such summons it
appears that the registration of the proposed
company is likely to hinder, defeat or delay
any claim of the caveator against any person,
the judge may make an order directing that
the company shall not be registered until
the said terms and conditions are complied
with; but if it does not so appear, the judge
may order the caveat to be removed, and
upon the service of the order on the Regis-
trar he shall remove the caveat therein men-
tioned.

(h) The eaveator may withdraw his caveat
at any time by giving notice to the Regis-
trar that he withdraws such caveat.

(i) If after the terms and conditions afore-
said are complicd with the cavoator refuses
to withdraw his caveat or to sign an appli-
cation for the withdrawal thereof, the pro-
moter or proposed director or any ether per-
sea interested in the registration of the pro-
posed company may summon the caveator be-
fore a judge as hereinbef ore mentioned to
show cause why the caveat should not be re-
moved, and the judge may order the removal

Of such caveat; and upon the service of the
order upon the Registrar he shall remove the
caveat therein mentioned.
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(j) Upon the hearing of any summons
under this subsection the judge may make
such order as to costs as he thinks fit; and
any person who enters a caveat without rea-
sonable cause for considering that the regis-
tration of such company would be likely to
defeat, hinder, or delay any claim of the
caveator against any person, and any cav-
eater refusing without reasonable cause to
sign an application for withdrawal of his
caveat after the terms and conditions afore-
said have been complied with, shall be liable
to paty the promoter or proposed director or
other person interested in the registration of
the proposed company aforesaid (as the case
ma~y be) such sum by way of compensation
as the judge upon the hearing of any such
summons deems just and orders.

(k) The registration of a company and the
issue of a certificate of incorporation in
respect thereof shall not he deemed insufil-
tient or invalid by reason only that in any
such application or caveat or in the notice
of intention aforesaid there is an omisson or
incorrect or insufficient description or mis-
description in respect to the particulars re-
quired by law to be contained in such appli-
cation, caveat or notice of intention, if the
court judge or justice before which or whom
the validity of such registration, application,
Caveat or notice comes into question is satis-
fied that such omission or incorrect or in-
sufficient description or misdeseription was
accidental and due to inadvertence and was
not of such a nature as to be liable to mis-
lead or decive.
a.24,.

Hon. L. Craig: Is this a departmental
suggestion?

The CHIEF SECRETARY; Yes, recom-
mended by the registrar, to assist in the
administration of the Act. Experience in
Victoria rendered a similar provision neces-
sary there. We have had experience of
some cases in this State, and the desire is to
protect the publiut

Hon. H. S. W.- PARKER: I oppose the
amendment, which provides that three weeks
before the registration, notice has to be
given of intended registration. That must
be advertised and particulars given in order
to afford anyone an opportunity to lodge a
caveat. The registrar may not register a
company with a name similar to that of an
existing company, but under the ordinary
law an injunction can be obtained to pre-
vent that being done. I cannot see how this
provision could prevent creditors from be-
ing defrauded. Is it suggested that a com-
pany would sell the whole of its assets to
another company? If the company were in
difficulties, it would sell to a trustee who, in
turn, might sell to a new company. So far
as I can see, this is something absolutely

new that will add considerably to the cost of
forming companies and will cause delay.
Why not let Victoria try it first?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Vic-
torian registrar has strongly recommended
the amendment.s The object is to prevent a
firm in financial difficulties and loaded with
debt -from selling its assets to a company.

Hon. fl. S. W. Parker: No, I say that
for that to happen here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Does the
hon. member suggest that a company cannot
be formed to take over the assets of another
firm ?

Hon. Hf. S. WV. Parker: No. I say that
when a company is in financial difficulties,
it cannot sell the assets.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am assured
that in numerous cases companies have been
formed to take over the assets of firms, and
the creditors have been left lamenting.
Probably the registrar in Victoria and our
own registrar have a wider knowledge of
this matter than has Mr. Parker, and they
strongly recommend the inclusion of the
provision to protect the public in this way.

Hon. H. S. W. Parkeor: There is the Bank-
ruptcy Act to give protection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I repeat that
companies have been formed to take over
the assets of firms, and the creditors have
been left lamenting. It is time some pro-
tection was afforded.

Hon. L. Craig: That has happened in this
State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Yet
Mr. Parker says it cannot happen here. We
should do our best to prevent its happening.

Hon. 0. W. MILES:. What I object to in
this amendment is the free gift to "The West
Australian" newspaper company of all these
cheap advertisements. Practically, this clause
says that one must advertise in "The West
Australian."

The CHAIRMAN: One can advertise in
the "Kalgoorlie Miner."p

Hon. 0. W. MILES: No; it says "a morn-
ing paper published in Perth and generally
circulated in Western Australia." Are ws
to legislate in that way for the benefit of a
newspaper company?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There arc
-references to papers published in Kalgoorlie
and other country towns. -

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.
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Postponed Clause 28-Name of company:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have an-
other amendment requested by the Registrar
of Companies. The amendment is designed
to provide that where a company is in pro-
cess of formation and notice is given to the
registrar of the name of the company, the
registrar may give protection to that name
for 28 (lays, and the period can be extended
for a further 28 days where unavoidable
delay occurs in the registration of the com-
pany. The same protection is given when a
prospectus is filed giving the name of the
company. I move an amendment--

That Subclause (6) be struck out, and at
new sribclause inserted, is follows:-

(6) (a) A legal practitioner engaged in the
formation of a company, or a persoa
named in the articles as a director, or
the secretary of a company, may file
with the Registrar a notice specifying
the name by which it is proposed that
the company shall be registered, and if
the use of that name is not prohibited
by this section, for a period of twenty-
eight days from the date of filing the
notice such name or any name so
nearly resembling (in the opinion of
the Registrar) the same as to be cal-
culated to deceive shall not be regis-
tered as the name of any company,
firm, individual or association under
the provisions of this Act or the Busi-
ness Names Act, 1942, or the Associa-
tions Incorporation Act, 1895, except
the said company in the course of
formation.

(b) The Registrar may on application in
writing and on payment of the pre-
scribed fee direct that the period in
the last preceding paragraph mentioned
be extended for a further period speci-
fied in the direction of not more than
twenty-eight days from the date of the
expiry of the first mentioned period
and the said period shall be extended
accordingly.

(c) Any person filing a copy of a prospec-
tug in relation to an intended company
may, on payment of the prescribed fee,
apply to the Registrar for the reser-
vation of the name appearing in the
prospectus as the name of the intended
company for three months from the
date of filing the prospectus and for
such period the name of the intended
company or any name so nearly
resembling (in the opinion of the
Registrar) such name as to be calcu-
lated to deceive shall not be registered
as the name of any company, society,
firmn, individual or association under
the provisions of this Act, or the Busi-
ness Names Act, 1942, or the Associa-
tions Incorporation Act, 1895, except
the said company named in the pros-
pectus.

(d) This subsection shall not apply to com-
panies within the provisions of Part
XI. of this Act.

Amendment put and passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move arn

amendment-
That in line 1 of Subelause (7), after the

word "in'" the following words and figures
be inserted:-'' Subsections (1) to (5) both
inclusive of.''

Amendment put and passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment-
That a new proviso be added to Suhelause

(7) and a new subiciause inserted as follows:-
Provided that-

(a) where in the opinion of tihe Governor
(on being satisfied that it would be
inequitable or unreasonable to require
any company formed or incorporated
outside Western Australia to which
Part XI. of this Act applies to change
its name, style, title or desigation
before complying with the require-
ments of such Port it is in the cir-
cumnstances of the particular case ex-
pedient, the Governor may, notwith-
standing anything in this section or
section thirty of this Act, authorise
the Registrar to accept for filing the
documents and particulars specified in
paragraphs (a), (b), (e), (d), (e)
and (f) of subsection (1) of section
three hundred and twenty-nine of this
Act; and

(b) where a company formed or incorporated
outside Western Australia to which
Fart XI. applies has (after comply-
ing with the requirements of Part XI.
under its original name) changed, in
the country of its incorporation, its
name to a name which includes any
word or words prohibited, either gen-
erally or in tbe circumstances of the
particular case, by this Division, the
Governor, if of opinion that it would
be inequitable or unreasonable to re-
fuse to allow the new name to be en-
tered in the register in place of the
former name, may authorise the Regis-
trar to enter the new name in the
register and the Registrar shall enter
the new name in the register accord-
ingly.

(8) In respect of every authorisation by the
Governor pursuant to either of the
provisos to Subsection (7) of this sec-
tion a fee of five guineas shall be paid
to the Registrar by the Company con-
cerned.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 123.-Minutes of pro-
ceedlings of meetings and directors:

Huni H. S. W. PARKER: I asked for the
postponement of the clause with reference
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to paragraphs 4 (a) and 4 (b). In view of
amendments made to Clauses 151 and 152,
those two paragraphs are hardly required
now.

The Chief Secretary: I think they are
necessary now.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I see no harm
in their remaining.

Clause put and passed.
Postponed Clause 184-Registered liqui-

dators to be appointed in special cases:
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an

amendment-
That a new paragraph be added to Bubelause

(1) as follows:-''t (c) Nothing in this section
shall disqualify a body corporate from acting
as a liquidator as aforesaid provided such body
corporate has, by statute, been empowered so
to act.''

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

New clause-Penalty for false statement:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That a new clause be inserted as follows:-

Penalty for false statement.
425. If any person in any prospectus, re-

turn, declaration, report, certificate, notice, bal-
ance sheet, or other document required by or
for the purposes of any provision of this Act
wilfully wakes a statement false in any material
particular knowing it to be false, he shall be
guilty of a iidemeanour and shall be liable on
conviction or indictment to imprisonment for
a term not exceeding two years and be liable
on summary conviction to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months and in either
case to a fine in lieu of or in addition to such
imprisonment as aforesaid:
Provided that-

(a) the fine imposed on summary conviction
shall not exceed one hundred pounds;

(b) nothing in this section shall affect the
provisions of the Criminal Code.

New clause put and passed.

Schedules 1 to 9-agreed to.
Schedule 10:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment-
That the items appearing under subheading

"C'' be struck out and the following inserted
in lieu:-

£ s.
On lodging a notice of intention

under section 24 . .. . 0 6 0
On lodging a caveat under the said

section . . . .0 15 0
For every notification (after the

first) to any promoter or
proposed director of a caveat 0 2 6

For reserving any name under sec-
tion 28, subsection (6) (a) .. 1 0 0

For extending the time of such
reservation - . . . . . 1 0 0

For a reservation by tbe Regis-
trar under section 28, subsee-
tion (6) (c) . . . . 20 0

For every authorisation by the Gov-
ernor under the provisos to
subsection (7) of section 28 5 5 0

For every license under section 29 1 0 0
Upon the forwarding, delivery, lodg-

ment, registration, or filing of
any notice, summary, list,
statement, statutory declara-
tion, balance sheet, or other
document (other than a Mem-
orandum of Association or
Memorandum of Registration)
required or authorised to be
lodged, registered, deposited or
tiled with or by the Registrar
in cornietion with any Com-
pany, society or association-

(a) if within the period
(if any) provided by law . . 0 5 0

(b) if within twenty-eight
days after the period pre-
scribed by law -- -1 5 0

(c) if after more than
twenty-eight days after the
period prescribed by law ..- 5 5 0

The Registrar may, if satis-
fled that just cause exists for
so doing, reduce the fees pre-
scribed in paragraphs (b) and
(c) last preceding, but in no
ease shall either of such fees
be reduced below 5s. and 110s.
respectively.

For inspection of any document
tiled with, or file of, the Regis-
trar -- -- -- -- 0 2 0

For a copy or extract of any docu,-
ment kept by the Registrar re-
lating to companies, certified
by the Registrar-

(a) if five folios of 72
words or under - - 0 5 0

(b) if exceeding five folios,
for each additional folio ..- 0 0 6

Examining a written or printed
copy and certifying same by
Registrar-

(a) if 10 folios of 72 words
or under -- -- 0 a 0

(b) if exceeding 10 folios,
for each additional folio .- 0 0 6

For doing or causing to be done
any act referred to in and
under section 297 .. 2 2 0

There have been some slight alterations in
the amounts of the fees.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Schedules 11 to 13, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Recomnmittal.
On motion by Honl. J. A. Dimmitt, Bill

recommitted for the further consideration
of Clauses 37, 152 and 329.
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in Cmite
Hon. Sir J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the

Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 37-Meaning of "proprietary comn-

pany": 1
Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I move an amend-

went-
That in line 8 of sub-paragraph (a) of para-

graph (i) of Subelause (1) the word "twenty-
one" be struck out and the word "fifty" in.
serted in lieu.
In all the other States and in the United
Kingdom 50 is the recognised maximum
number of members for proprietary compan-
ies. When introduced by the Minister for
Justice in another place three years ago, the
Bill included the word - "flifty" and not
"twenty-one." The change took place durng
the passage of the Bill in that Chamber.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I oppose the
amendment. I understand that when this
Bill was being considered in another place
there was very strong opposition to the for-
mation of proprietary companies but even-
tually, after a good deal of discussion, it was
decided that if proprietary companies were
to be agreed to, the number of members
should be 21,

Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope the Committee
will not agree to the amendment. Proprie-
tary companies are given lots of privileges
and we want to make sure that they are pro-
prietary companies in fact and not in name
only. I have consulted at least four emin-
ent K.Cs. And all have agreed that 21 is a
fair number.

Hon.-3. A. DIMMITT: I think Mr. Craig
was a member of the Select Committee,
which was afterwards converted into a Royal
Commission that inquired into the provisions
of this Bill. The recommendation of that
commission was that 50 should be the maxi-
mum number. I repeat that if that number
is substituted for 21 the measure will be in
line with measures in 'every other State in
Australia. Fifty may be a large number by
comparison with 21, but it is small in com-
parison with larger numbers still. It is a
matter of relativity.

Amendment put and negatived.

[Hon. .1. Cornell tookc the Chair.]

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
Amendment-

That in line 3 of sub-paragraph (b) of para-
graph (i) of Subelause (1) the word "and"
be struck out and the words "for to deposit

money with the company for fixed periods or
payable at Call, whether bearing or not bea ring
interest; and" inserted in lieu.
This clause prohibits a company front re-
ceiving deposits. Deposits presumably mean
mioney because subparagraph (e) contains
the words "whether bearing or not bearing
interest." I think it is quite possible that
would prohibit a company from borrowing
money because it would he receiving a de-
posit.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amend-
ment will mean that a proprietary company
will be able to receive deposits provided they
have not been invited by the company.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker; It is the same as
in the other States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One of the
conditions precedent to the fonitation of a
proprietary company is that it shall not be
Able to receive deposits from members of
the public who can thereby acquire an in-
terest in its assets without becoming share-
holders.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I am only quoting
from the New South Wales Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The pro-
vision is in the South Australian Act.

Hon. H. S. AV. Parker:- My amendment
will make this correspond with the South
Australian Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY. There is nlu-
thing in any of the amendments uip to date
to cause ninth trouble, but this clause was
the subject of considerable discussion else-
where. It affects proprietary companies,
and grave doubt was expressed as to whether
they should be permitted. The clause has
been inserted with a view to extending pro-
tection to the public. The amendment would
remove from the Bill a material condition
precedent to the formation of proprietary
companies.

Ron. H. S. W. Parker: Would it not pro-
hibit them from getting loans-not from
banks but from private people?

The CITEF SECRETARY: I cannot see
that,

Hon. H, S. W. Parker: This refers to
receiv-ing deposits, not money on deposit,
which is quite different,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The com-
pany, first of all, is prohibited from inviting
the public to subscribe for shares, deben-
tures, etc., end then it is prohibited from
receiving deposits. If one aubelause is cut
out, the other should he.
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Ron. H. S. W. Parker: I am endeavour-
ing to make it the saute as the provision in
the South Australian Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Solicitor
General assures we that he cannot agree
with Mr. Parker's contention.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The members of a Com-
pany should he able to make deposits with
it, because many pastoral companies arc
family concerns, and their members use
them almost as a bank. The committee
agreed that members should be allowed to
deposit money. I cannot understand the
argument that deposits are not the same
-is money on deposit. These subelauses are
necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 1.52--Shareholders may appeal

against rate or amount of remuneration
flired for a director:

Hon. G. W. MILES: This clause was
amended last night by substituting the word
"three" for the word "one" in line 7 of
Subelsuse (1), and the words "Cor two or
more shbareholders holding at least ten per
centumn of the paid up capital" were in-
serted, I want the words "ten per centum
of the paid up capital" inserted after the
word "shareholder." It would probably be
better to say, "two or more shareholders"
instead of "three." I hare discussed this
question with two King's Counsel.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Craig had four
IKing's Counsel.

Hon. G, W. MILES: The position now is
that three shareholders holding one share
each can take action against the company.
I want to provide that these shareholders
must hold at least 1O per cent. of the paid-
up capital, in order to prevent one or two
persons holding only a small number of
shares from taking action.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Unless provi-
sion is made for two shareholders to object,
the minimum number that could object would
be three. The hon. member's wishes might
be met by permitting two or more sharehold-
ers holding at least 10 per cent. of the paid-
uIP Capital to object,

Hon. L. B. Boltern: I am not agreeable to
allowing two shareholders to object.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr, Miles
has suggested that three shareholders might
hold only one share each, and they could ob-
ject to the remuneration fixed for the direc-
tars. Therefore he wants to ensure that they

hold at least 10 per cent. of the shares. Thii
being so, we ought to provide that two or
more should hold at least 10 per cent. of the
paid-up capital.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Three shareholderb
may 'represent only 5 per cent. of the shame
capital and so we have made provision for
them to hold 10 per cent. Having done that
nothin g further is necessary.

The Chief Secretary: It does not make
provision for two shareholders to object.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I am not in fav-
our of that, My company is purely a pri-
vate one, and I would not approve of two
shareholders being permitted to take this ac-
tion. There is no necessity to provide for
two shareholders to object.

Hon, G. W. MILES: I move an amend-
ment:

That the word "three" in line 7 of sub-
clause (1), substituted for the word "one" by
a previous Committee, be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I strongly
o1pose the deletion of the word "two". A
previous Committee was very strong on this
The Committee was unanimous that two
shatreholders should have the right. If we
revert to the position of "three", as desired
by Mr. Bolton, it will, I think, be wrong..

Hon. G. W. Miles! It was considered that
the company had no protection against two
shareholders.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is protection,
Three or more shareholders holding 10 per
cent. or two or more sbareholders holding 10
per cent.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I do not agree with
that. I have three shareholders, members of
my own family, who hold 10 per cent. of
the share capital. It is only necessary for
them to get another small Abareholder.
When I formed my company I did not sell
shares, but gave them away; and I gave my
employee service shares. ft would be only
necessary for one disgruntled employee to
join with my two relatives in order to take
proceedings.

This CHAIRMAN: It seems to me that
three holding the same number of shares and
two holding the same number of shares con-
stitute at negation.

Amendment put and passed.
Bon. G. W. MILES: I move an amend-

ment:
That the words "or more shareholders") be

struck out, and that the word ' rl at the
beginning of the words ''or two or mere share-
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holderg holding at least ten per contain of the
paid-up capital" inserted by a previous Com-
mittee be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 329-Registration and documents
to he delivered to Registrar:

Hon. G. W. MILES: I move an amend-
ment-

That the following words (struck out by a
previous Committee) he added to paragraph
(c) of Subelause 1:-" Where there are direc-
tors in this State a memorandum shall he at-
tached to the said list stating the powers of
the local directors.'3

These words wvere struck out by a previous
Committee and I think they should be
reinserted. It has been said that directors
simply draw their salaries and get office
boys to lick the stamps on the receipts. If
a shareholder desires to consult the direc-
tors be cannot do so; he must see the man-
ager, who shelters himself behind the board.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, put and

passed.
Bill again reported with further amend-

ments and the reports adopted.
Hon. J. CORNELL: Does the Minister

wish a re-print of the Bill? I have dis-
cussed this matter with the Clerk. The
Bill is very lengthy and I doubt whether a
re-print could he obtained tomorrow.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We will
have to accept it as it stands.

Homse adjourned at 2.18 a-rn. (Friday)

legislative Ztsemblip.
Thursday, 7th October, 1943.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3).

RAILWAYS.

As to Charge for Camp Equipment.

Mr. ])ONEY asked the Minister for lRail-
ways:

(1) What is the total value of the tent,
blankets, and other camp equipment leaned
to "ways and works" men engaged on build-
ing and repair jobs away from home?

(2) What is the weekly rent charged to
these men for this equipment?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £18 10s. per set.
(2) No rent is charged for the use of this

equipment but, under the W.A.A.&.R.E.
award (clause 36 k), employees when called
upon to eamp away from their home station
for not less than three nights are provided
with tent or van, and stretcher, rugs and
cooking utensils, and granted a camnping-
out allowance of 2s. 6d. per day. If the
equipment is not provided, the employee con-
cerned receives an allowance of s. per day.

MEAT.

As to Army and Export Prices.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Can he state whether the arrange-
ments for mutton contracts will provide for
separate quotations for mutton supplied to
the Armed Forces, and for that exported
to the United Kingdom?

(2) Did the price he quoted on Tuesday
last, namely, 43 4d. per lb., refer to mutton
supplied to the Armed Fores or to that
which it is hoped to export?

The MINISTER replied: I have received
a copy of this question asked without notice.
I wish to make it clear that I stated in the
course of my remarks two days ago that no
contracts had been finalised with the United
Kingdom. I assumed that if we can get the
price of 43/d. it might be a satisfactory
price representing, as it does, a marked in-
crease on anything we previously had for
United Kingdom contracts I would think
that when the matter is finalised there is
likely to be a variation between the Service
contracts and the United Kingdomn con-
tracts. That might reasonably follow. I
have no information in connection with the
United Kingdom contract price being ac-
cepted. I have asked the Controller of Meat
Rationing to make it available as soon as
anything is finalised.


